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PREFACE 

In the 21st century, Rohingya crisis is one of the most discussed issues trembling the world 

people’s heart and mind. When Bangladesh’s borders yielded to the mass of desperate people 

pouring in from Myanmar in late August 2017, no one predicted the scale of the crisis to come. 

In the weeks that followed, almost the entire Rohingya population have fled Myanmar and 

sought safety in Cox’s Bazar.  The Government and people of Bangladesh continue to show 

tremendous generosity and hospitality in the face of a massive influx. 

Along with Government‘s action, humanitarian actors, including local and national non-

governmental organizations (NGOs), social organizations, private sectors, international NGOs 

and the United Nations Agencies, have stepped into offer their support and expertise. BITA in 

support with UNICEF got access to work with Rohingya adolescents on child protection and GBV 

in December 2017. It was based on cultural action to accelerate adolescent programming and 

increase meaningful participation of girls and boys to prevent abuse, exploitation and GBV. As 

continuation of psycho social protection, adolescents engagement and increase community 

mobilization on  child protection and GBV, other phase “ Promoting Social Engagement through 

Cultural Initiatives for Protective Environment” project has started  to work in 23 camps during 

10 June 2018 to 9  June 2019 period.  
   

The interventions based on cultural approach have worked closely with adolescents creating 

space of cheerful interactions. These interventions looked at the availability of psychosocial 

support in combination with effective protection strategies allow adolescents to participate 

safely, improve the quality of their demonstration and protect them against potential harms 

caused by their displacement. Community people including community leaders, parents and 

religious leaders mobilized to pay attention and efforts for safety and wellbeing of adolescents.  

At the concluding phase, with the support of UNICEF Bangladesh, BITA has commissioned a 

study on the Promoting Social Engagement through Cultural Initiatives for Protective 

Environment (PSECIPE) by hiring an external Consultant.  

The study mainly draws attention on the Theory of Changes of Cultural action for determining 

the approach as an effectiveness of psychosocial protection. 

I would like to thank the Consultant for her hard work to accomplish the study in time. I also like 

to thank the study team of BITA for assisting the Consultant. I also extend my cooperation to the 

Rohingya community, Camp Administration, Local community, NGOs for extending all their 

hearty cooperation.  

Finally my sincere thanks to UNICEF Bangladesh Cox’s Bazar Field Office to their dedicated 

service to BITA during the project work as well as the study. 

 
 
Sisir Dutta 
Executive Director 
BITA (Bangladesh Institute of Theatre Arts) 
Chittagong, Bangladesh 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In Recent years violent conflict again got higher in Rakhine State since October 2016. As 

result, until 25 August 2017, an estimated 537,000 Rohingya refugees have crossed the 

border into Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. The distressed and traumatized displaced population – 

approximately 51 per cent of which are women and girls – lives in terrible conditions and 

lacks adequate food, water, sanitation, medical care and access to their livelihoods and 

assets. 

According to community leaders and interviews with refugees, almost every woman and girl 

at several camps in Cox’s Bazar is either a survivor of or a witness to multiple incidences of 

sexual assault, rape, gang rape, murder through mutilation or burning alive of a close family 

member or neighbor. Women and girls have experienced sexual- and gender based 

violence, perpetrated by both the Myanmar army and by Rakhine locals (the incidence of 

this violence has increased in frequency over the last two years). 
 

With the assistance of UNICEF, BITA (Bangladesh Institute of Theatre Arts)  has been 

implemented a project namely “Promoting Social Engagement through Cultural Initiatives 

for Protective Environment (PSECIPE)” in 23 Rohingya Refugee camps located at Kutupalong, 

Hakimpara, Jamtoli, Shafiulla cutta, Burmapara, Unichiprang, Leda, Shamlapur, 

Moinarghona and Balukhali of Cox’s Bazar district.  

 

The main objective to undertake the project by BITA with adolescents and youth considering 

their protection from early marriage, gender based violence, sexual abuse, violence against 

women, trafficking and any other form of exploitation through support system 

strengthening and improving access to quality child protection services and psychosocial 

support activities.  

Considering the project interventions, BITA has recruited an external consultant 

• To analyze strength of cultural forms as a communication tools for increasing 

adolescents confidence and participation.  

• To appraise effectiveness of implemented programs in disseminating child 

protection and GBV messages.  

• To get a clear overview of the changes that happened in the perception and 

practices regarding child protection. 

• Identifying project’s role in increasing community solidarity. 

The Evaluator has tried to understand the effectiveness of the cultural interventions as 

means of providing information and promoting safe practices for protective environment 

that have been launched involving adolescent girls and boys from refugee camps mainly. In 

regard to this, 14 FGDs and about 70 key individual interviews and about 1049 one to one 

survey were conducted. Major findings include- 
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• Almost all the Rohingya community have watched the cultural program organized by 

BITA; some of them heard about the program. 

• Women and adolescents got information regarding child marriage, child labor, child 

trafficking, drug addiction, etc. through the cultural program. 

• Adolescent boys and girls worked as mentors with the BITA team claimed that they 

are now aware and work as catalysts. They have discussed with other Rohingya 

community people on the issue.    

• Most of them claimed that they did not watch such kind of program earlier and it is 

effective communication tool to deliver messages, audience can easily understand 

and visualize the messages delivered through theatre and puppet show. 

• Government counterpart strongly recommended the scaling up the psychosocial 

support instead of physical support. Psychosocial support is priority issue now a day.  

• With regard to discussion about needs require interventions for child protection, all 

the respondents claimed that, soil erosion is an important issue for them. Some of 

the participants claimed that BITA should arrange drama for wider audience. Most of 

the respondents of different groups claimed that children should attend school. 

Need to arrange adult education, awareness on hygiene, disaster coping 

mechanisms, etc. claimed by participants of different groups. 
 

Considering the findings following are the key recommendations- 

• Long term programme can be initiated for both Rogingya and host community. 

• Feasible IGA can be introduced for the Rohingya women, as they have very limited 

option for mobility.   

• Some special interventions with religious leaders (Imam) and with community 

leaders (Majhis) need to be taken as they are the key influential persons of Rohingya 

Community. 

•  Message on social peace and harmony related to “Islam” can be disseminated and 

reference should be used.  

• Take necessary measures to prevent all gender-based violence, including sexual 

exploitation and abuse, faced by adolescent girls. Arrange a platform for adolescents 

to support them protecting from sexual abuse, violence against women, gender 

based violence, trafficking, child labor, etc. 

•  Interventions have to be designed to dispose ice break on cultural and social norms. 

Provide space to the adolescents for exchange views. And increase adolescents’ 

participation in community activity.     

• Comprehensive interventions that focus on identifying, challenging, and addressing 

gender-based discriminatory attitudes and behaviour have to be sorted out for 

Rohingya adolescents: these attitudes are the key drivers of the human rights 

violations experienced by adolescent girls.  

• Ensure sharing and interaction with local NGOs and encourage their presence in the 

performance.  
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An in-depth over view of the project considering all dynamics that has been taken into 

account while setting indicators for measuring impacts. Adolescents’ psychosocial 

development, community’s change in perceptions, increasing social cohesion and finally the 

cultural initiatives as a process has been duly analyzed in the report.     

It has been found a wide range scope of motivational coverage among the Rohingya 

population by engaging them with creative works.  Based on the study, it was revealed that 

the cultural presentation including puppet show is an effective communication tool for the 

Rohingya community. All the respondents expressed that it is an essential tool to support 

them to protect from gender based violence, sexual abuse, trafficking and many more. 

Every respondent appreciated BITA initiatives and they realized the need of information 

dissemination through cultural approach. They also thanks to UNICEF Bangladesh to take 

such kind of timely needed initiative.  
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Despite the difficulties they 

face, these adolescents 

demonstrate great resilience, 

and display the attributes – of 

courage, insightfulness, 

generosity of spirit and 

kindness – that their 

communities need in this 

protracted crisis. It is of 

fundamental importance to the 

security and well-being of 

adolescent Rohingya 
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Overview 

Introduction 

Since August 25, 2017, Bangladesh has seen an unprecedented arrival of Rohingya refugees 

fleeing targeted violence and serious human rights abuses in Myanmar’s Rakhine State. To 

date, more than 609,000 people have crossed the border, at a speed the world has not 

witnessed in decades. Coupled with the pre-existing refugee population there are now more 

than 821,000 people in Cox’s Bazar in need of humanitarian assistance; 55% of whom are 

children. Those who have fled speak of seeing both children and adults killed 

indiscriminately and women and girls targeted for brutal sexual violence. All are in 

desperate need of food, medical attention, appropriate shelter, basic hygiene items, and 

critical social services. In addition to the serious protection issues shared by all age groups 

(of which current statelessness is one of the most prominent), the most urgent child 

protection issues to be addressed are psychosocial distress, separation of children from 

their caregivers, child-headed households and child carers, gender-based violence (GBV) 

including high risks of rape, sexual assault and widespread child marriage, as well as the high 

risk of child labour and trafficking. There are emerging and growing threats of social unrest 

and intolerance pulling the adolescents and youth’s protection and care at great stake.  

 

How children are affected  

Children have told staff working in Cox’s Bazar (CXB) of the horrific violence they witnessed 

in Myanmar, including seeing family members killed and their homes burnt down. Parents 

repeatedly explain that their children are suffering night terrors and are afraid that they will 

be attacked again.  

“ 
The [Myanmar security forces and Rakhine Buddhist individuals] 
surrounded our houses and started to shoot. It was a situation of 

panic – they shot my sister in front of me, she was only seven 
years old...I tried to protect her and care for her...after one day 

she died. I buried her myself….My mother was outside the house 
with my four brothers. I do not know where they are now.” - 12-

year- old girl from  Rathedaung township (OCHCR Mission Report) 
  

Children are suffering the traumatic loss of loved ones and anxiety due to acute fear and the 

unknown whereabouts of their parents and siblings. Others have also been the victims of 

abuse and torture themselves and forced to watch family members tortured. Immediate, 

consistent mental health and psychosocial support services are crucial to help girls, boys and 

their families to cope and begin to heal. Overcrowding and unaddressed psychosocial 

distress can in turn lead to negative coping mechanisms, increased vulnerability to physical 

and sexual abuse and isolation. 
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Background  

The Bangladesh government has responded to this crisis in partnership with national and 

international development agencies. But it’s not enough. The Rohingya crisis could still 

become into a massive humanitarian catastrophe. 

Considering the needs and services provided by the donor community, BITA perceives the 

necessity to meet needs of Rohingya especially for adolescents and youth in perspective of 

protection in existing adverse situation. The organization is confident and capable to 

address mental wellbeing and safety of the Rohingya adolescents and youth through a 

channel of cultural communication. Organization’s cultural motivational initiatives could 

play effective role to support them to get merriment with learning in stressful context, 

develop life skills and confidence in own potentially through vibrant participation in 

exhilarating activities, mobilize community to act for protective environment. In the context, 

BITA has undertaken initiatives with adolescents and youth considering their protection 

from abuse, violence and exploitation.   

In partnership with UNICEF, BITA has been implemented the project namely “Promoting 

Social Engagement through  Cultural Initiatives for Protective Environment” in 23 Rohingya 

Refugee camps located at Kutupalong, Hakimpara, Jamtoli, Shafiulla cutta, Burmapara, 

Unichiprang, Leda, Shamlapur, Moinarghona and Balukhali of Ukhia and Teknaf upazilas in  

Cox’s Bazar district. To understand the dynamism of the interventions, BITA hired an 

external consultant with following objectives: 

• To analyze strength of cultural forms as a communication tools for increasing 

adolescents confidence and participation.  

• To appraise effectiveness of implemented programs in disseminating child 

protection and GBV messages.  

• To get a clear overview of the changes that happened in the perception and 

practices regarding child protection. 

• Identifying project’s role in increasing community solidarity. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57804#.Wd0uK2hSyM8
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Rohingya Camps: Dreaming for safe 

Recent days knowing as largest refugee camp in the world; camps themselves are concern 

areas of observation. There are 34 camps across Ukhia and Teknaf in Cox's Bazar. The 

Kutupalong-Balukhali expansion site, known popularly as the mega camp. Over 700,000 

Rohingya refugees are living in just 26 sq km of space. The JRP highlights that “congestion is 

the core humanitarian and protection challenge.” Refugees are cramped in a space of 9 

square kilometer, five times less than the international humanitarian standard. 

Thus, it is observed that the market has both positive as well as negative impacts due to 

influx. Optimistically, influx increased the market demands and opportunities whereas, price 

hike was evident and a major concern and challenge for most of the host communities. 

There has been considerable encroachment on forest resources, most notably due to the 

need of firewood for the refugee population. Reduced labour opportunities, encroachment 

on forest resources and farm land, as well as perceptions of cultural difference are 

contributing to increased tensions on both sides. Socially, host community respondents 

reporting feeling hampered by Rohingyas, although they both share a common religion. 

Host community reported feeling that their culture threatened by Rohingya’s habits and 

traditions having an adverse impact on adolescents. Host community reported perceived 

increase in crimes such as drug smuggling, prostitution, human and sex trafficking and 

robberies among many. 

The Rohingya influx in Cox’s Bazar has put pressure on the district’s local community, 

particularly in the upazilas of Teknaf and Ukhia where the Rohingya now constitutes at least 

3 times of the total population. The Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) aims to meet the 

needs of 300,000 (54%) Bangladeshi of Teknaf and Ukhia, in the seven unions with the 

highest proportion of Rohingya people. However, host communities in Teknaf and Ukhia 

have indicated feeling ignored by humanitarian organizations and reports of tensions 

between the Rohingya and Bangladeshi communities have emerged. This brief aims to 

provide an overview of what is known about the communities in Cox’s Bazar, which are now 

host to around 900,400 Rohingya people. As the majority of the Rohingya population is 

situated in Ukhia and Teknaf, this brief mainly focuses on these two upazilas where possible. 

The rapid arrival of 688,000 Rohingya refugees since August 2017 has been a significant 

shock to a community which already experiences underemployment, under-investment and 

poor access to services as challenges to development.  

Despite the restrictions placed on them, the Rohingya community in Bangladesh has shown 

considerable resilience. They have been working informally in an effort to take their 

livelihoods and family finances into their own hands. However, there are no government-led 

long-term or permanent development solutions in sight, nor any infrastructure to support 

the Rohingya in the long term. This has significant consequences for the locals, including the 

burdening of public expenditure, service delivery, the labour market, and increased tensions 

and competition between the two communities.  
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Socio-cultural issues rise at community level due to massive influx 

• Significant price hike of essentials, scarcity of transports, traffic congestion, 

degradation of environment, including hill cutting, and deforestation, including 

manifold increase in house rent, etc. 

• Children become more vulnerable to gender based violence. 

• Increase domestic violence 

• Increase family and community conflict 

• Lack of access to education 

• Forced labor 

• Increase child marriage 

• Polygamies  

• Crime rates increased since the Rohingyas arrived (e.g. drugs, smuggling, 

prostitution, human and sex trafficking, thefts);  

• Perceived different cultural views on child marriage, family planning, polygamy;  

• Lack of knowledge and awareness of Rohingya about Bangladeshi social rules and 

regulations especially with regard to respecting elders; 

• Local people’s fear of becoming a minority due to the large influx of Rohingyas in 

certain localities and that this would change the norm of socio-cultural life;  

• Buddhist community in the local area reportedly fear religious outbreaks/riots;  

• Firewood collection is one of most important points where both communities have 

more tensions, as both communities are depending on forest-based firewood 

collection for fuel and income generation activities, so competition for firewood 

creates tensions between the communities; 

• Host community reportedly felt ignored by donor agencies and government of 

Bangladesh; they reported the perception that Rohingyas are receiving free food aid 

and shelter support while there is not enough support for host poor households, and 

this also creates tension within the community. 

• Many incidences of quarrels/disputes triggered between the people of both 

communities. The law enforcement agencies are trying to control those incidents but 

due to huge population, it is also a challenge for them as well. Law enforcement 

agencies continue their patrolling and setting check posts in different areas. 
 

Impacts and risks for children discussed at the community level  

Due to influx, there are many challenges raised for children and women. Below are some 

concerns/impacts of influx on children documented during the study.  

• Children and women are primarily responsible for collecting fire wood and are thus 

more at risk to a variety of threats such as physical, verbal, and sexual abuse;  

• Child labour, majority of the children (10- 14 years) is associated with paid or unpaid 

work; Due to influx, there are many work opportunities around. Poor households are 

taking their children out of school and involving them in work;  
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• Number of child marriages is increased in last three months, generally poorest 

families do early child marriage of their girls to reduce household expenses, and this 

is also be considered as a negative coping strategy. 

• Tension between Rohingya to Rohingya family and with host community is 

increased.  

• Children become victim of drug smuggling, human trafficking, etc.  

• Children are the target for religious extremism activities.  

 
State of response 

Joint Response Plan 2019 

The JRP 2019 is the leading instrument that envisions the true humanitarian assistance for 

forcibly displaced Myanmar nationals (FDMN, an acronym used by the Government of 

Bangladesh) in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. The JRP 2019 is the second version in its kind. It is 

preceded by the JRP 2018. People around the world experienced so many movements of 

human migration and big human flows throughout the history. But the flow from August 

25, 2017 is the very different one in nature. It sets an unprecedented example of human 

movement in the human history which differs from other large human movements in 

various senses; in terms of its nature, sufferings during the plight and conditions of the 

environments. People from Bangladesh welcomed the Rohingya people with everything i.e. 

land, food, clothes, shelter, hospitals, transportations, etc. For first few months of the 

influx, people from all corners of Bangladesh stood beside the newly arrived Rohingya 

refugees. In the early 2018, humanitarian actors from around the world flag to the 

emergency and the leading actors’ bible the first JRP 2018 to respond to the emergency in a 

coordinated way to ensure life saving aids for the Rohingya refugees who are nearly one 

million in figure. Lessons learnt from the implementation of the JRP 2018, the humanitarian 

actors bible the JRP 2019 in a way that takes all necessary approaches to meet the 

maximum needs of the refugees by ensuring minimum standards in all sectors are fulfilled. 

The JRP 2019 has two parts (Part). It aims to help the protection and GBV practitioners 

getting all the protection related discussions in the JRP 2019 at a glance. The JRP 2019 

emphasizes on protection issues seriously. Protection and gender mainstreaming has been 

kept as a core issue to strengthen participation of Rohingya women and men in the decision 

making process in camp governance, aid distribution, planning and other programming 

aspects. More emphasis has been given on building trust among the Rohingya refugees and 

between the two communities (refugee and host) for peaceful coexistence and to reduce 

tensions. Confidence building measures are added in all sectors to address the psychosocial 

needs of the most vulnerable groups of the refugee communities. At the end of the 'quote' 

I have added 'end notes' and 'two appendices' for the readers.  
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Coordination of duty bearers 

Back in August 2017 before the latest and largest influx of Rohingya refugees from 

Myanmar, only five UN agencies and 10 national and international NGOs were operating in 

the refugee camps and makeshift settlements in Cox's Bazar. Fast forward a year and there 

are about 130 organizations in total working in the camps, including 13 local and 45 national 

NGOs. This is in addition to the 12 UN agencies and the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement. Overall responsibility of the humanitarian response still lies with the 

government, mainly through the Refugee Relief and Repatriation Commission (RRRC) under 

the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief. Around 22 government departments and 

ministries, and the army, are also involved. 

There is a complex system of coordination in Cox's Bazar at the moment, with a large 

number of agencies and other organizations grouped sector-wise under the Inter-Sector 

Coordination Group (ISCG).  

NGOs coordinate their response through sectors (food security, water sanitation and 

hygiene, shelter, protection, site management, nutrition, etc.) working under ISCG. This is 

where operational and technical coordination happens. 

Basically sector meetings organized in each month and sub-sector meeting organize in 

every after 15days (twice in a month). Each sector has a focal person; NGOs working in the 

camp will update all the activities in the meetings.  
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Betterment of socio cultural situation: perception and practices 

Child marriage 

Cultural background 

Everyone in the Rohingya community knows that 18 is the legal age for marriage of girls, 

girls are usually married within two to three years after they start menstruating, between 

the ages of 12 to 16.  

A Rohingya girl receives two sets 

of tutelage before getting 

married. The first involves 

household behavior, taught to 

her by women in her family, 

learning to do  

If a girl is married too early, there could be a gap of 
understanding between the husband and the wife. 
The girl will not properly know how to cook and 
maintain the family. This could create problems and 
lead to break-ups. This is why people do not want to 
marry girls too early.  
 — Male, age 20, Camp 9, Ukhiya 

Household chores, norms about how to behave and talk to others, especially the senior 

members of the in-law’s family, and how to behave with and satisfy her husband. Parents 

believe this is important to ensure that their family is not criticized and that the girl does not 

have to experience physical and mental abuse from her in-law’s family for being unable to 

do these things correctly.  

Although marriage under 18 years old is illegal in Myanmar, parents would save, or borrow 

money from neighbors, to bribe Government officials to change their daughter’s date of 

birth on official documents, allowing her to marry. This shows how deep-rooted the practice 

of child marriage is within Rohingya society. 

Marriage is the only economical option for young women  

As Rohingya women are prohibited from working, marriage is their only form of security, 

which contributes to early marriage. Parents have no incentive to delay their daughter’s 

marriage since she cannot make any financial contribution to household income and only 

represents a burden and economic drivers have a particular strong impact on attitude and 

practice relating to marriage of girls because girls are economically depended.  
 

“ 
Our religion suggests that we should not delay in doing three 

things. Number one, we should say our prayers as soon as it is 

time. Number two, we should marry off our daughters as soon as 

possible after they reach puberty and the number three, we 

should bury the dead bodies as soon as possible. 

— Community leader (Male), age 57, Camp 24, Teknaf 
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Gender Based Violence 

The Gender-Based Violence (GBV) Sub Sector coordination structure in Cox’s Bazaar was 

established in May 2017. Since 25 August 2017, this structure has been reinforced and 

expanded to respond to the needs of the massive influx of the Rohingya refugees in 

Bangladesh. 

The GBV Sub-Sector (led by UNFPA) operates alongside the Child Protection Sub-Sector (led 

by UNICEF) within the Protection Sector (led by UNHCR). The Sub-sector participates with 

other humanitarian sectors in the Inter-sector Coordination Group (ISCG). 

The Gender-Based Violence Sub-Sector in Cox’s Bazar is comprised of more than 28 standing 

member organizations; including, UN, INGO, NGO and government agencies operating in the 

Rohingya refugee camps and the surrounding affected host community locations. The sub 

sector works to prevent and respond to Gender-Based Violence through strengthening 

community-based GBV programming. The key strategic objectives of the Sub-Sector include  

• ensuring access to quality multi-sector GBV response services for survivors 

• building capacity of GBV service providers and other stakeholders to deliver quality 

care in line with best practices and minimum standards for humanitarian settings 

• enabling active participation of affected communities in GBV awareness raising, 

response, prevention and risk mitigation 

• enhancing GBV risk mitigation across humanitarian sectors and with the 

government, and 

• strengthening co-ordination and planning for sustainability of the GBV response 

In some extent gender based violence is also violence against women is happening in the 

camps such as eve teasing, polygamy, family conflict etc. The major concern is women and 

the adolescent girls are not allowed for mobility. They have not any access to information, 

community justice system and also not even any entertainment or refreshment. They can 

only talk with Majhee. Religious taboos make them socially blind.  

 

Social pressures  

Having a ‘love’ relationship while unmarried is considered taboo in Rohingya society, and 

will damage a family’s prestige. Fear of this occurring, as well as fear of social criticism if a 

girl does not get married by a certain age, prompts parents to marry off their daughters as 

early as possible. 

 
 

Knowledge of the risks of early marriage and childbirth  

Perception about early marriage and also become young mother of the Rohingya refugee 

that if a girl is too young and lacks household skills she may experience violence and end up 

separating from her husband. About health risks of early childbirth, they claimed that 

women of any age could experience delivery problems and that this was a matter of fate 

rather than a particular risk relating to child marriage and early childbirth.  
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Intimate partner violence practice 

Retarding perception that duty of a newly married Rohingya woman is to look after her in-

laws through carrying out the household chores, and ‘satisfy’ (sexually and otherwise) her 

husband. So, whenever a husband feels his wife is deviating from her duty, he perceives it is 

his ‘right’ to abuse his wife physically, emotionally and sometimes sexually. Rohingya 

women also feel it is a husband’s right to ‘scold’ the wife if she does not perform her duty 

properly. They all are used to seeing this kind of violence between their parents from 

childhood, so this behavior has been normalized, and reinforced by religious education 

following puberty (taleem). Almost all female had experienced physical or emotional abuse 

from their husbands, and they considered this part of their lives. 

“ 
Intimate partner violence (IPV) is accepted by both men and 

women as a normal way of moderating behaviour, and as a 

natural consequence of a woman not performing her duties 

correctly 

  
 
 

Child Friendly Space 

The purpose of these minimum standards is to encourage consistency and ensure quality in 

relation to the establishment and running of child friendly spaces. This standard uses the 

term ‘child-friendly spaces’ to mean safe spaces where communities create nurturing 

environments in which children can access free and structured play, recreation, leisure and 

learning activities such as key messages around WASH, abuse, exploitation, safety, or 

protecting themselves from harm. 

This reflects Standard 17 in the Minimum Standards for Child Protection in Humanitarian 

Action. Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) are the main Psychosocial Support (PSS) intervention 

used to provide psychosocial activities for children. Along with Temporary Learning Spaces 

(TLC’s) these activities provide structure, normalizing activities, safety, socialization and 

adult supervision and are virtually the only structured activities offered for children in the 

Rohingya refugee camps. These are all qualities that build resilience and are found to 

militate against children developing more serious psychosocial problems. CFS’s can also be 

protective in the sense that they provide a venue for monitoring protection issues that may 

affect children as well as a safe place to play. They are designed and operated in a 

participatory manner and designed for a variety of age ranges. 

“ 
As there is no legal restriction here in the camps parents are 
marrying off the sons and daughters early. 
 
— Male, Age 29, Camp 9, Ukhiya 
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CFSs are a gateway for cross-sectoral interventions: 

• In-formal education and PSS Activities for out of school children and young people 

(ensuring that CFS is not pulling children away from formal education). 

• Identification, documentation and reunification of separated and unaccompanied 

children and case management for other vulnerable children or children at-risk. 

• Health and nutrition interventions or messaging. 

• Emergency preparedness awareness against cyclones and other national disasters. 

• Support for parents and caregivers. 

• Safe water, sanitation facilities, and hygiene promotion. 

• Community-based protection mechanisms, outreach, community sensitization 

activities, and adolescent/peer to peer initiatives. 

BITA is promoting accessibility through disseminate message of CFS and its facilities during 

shows. 
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Shifting adolescent’s despondency into liveliness 
  

 

In the current living conditions, also while staying in Myanmar, Rohingya adolescents 

experience lifeless days where physical needs are mostly met but most of the psychosocial 

demands of adolescence remains unfulfilled. In passage of these days, BITA introduced 

cultural initiatives in support with UNICEF engaging Rohingya adolescent boys and girls 

focusing child protection and GBV. The intervention contributed to redress psychosocial 

distress, instigate positive outlooks and thoughts, and empower to understand and respond 

the situation effectively. Cultural initiatives especially TfD works to bring delight, hope and 

confidence among the adolescents. As TfD is a participatory and empowering process 

connecting feelings and actions together, it added new dimensions in the Rohingya 

response.  

Create space of association and expression 

Through TfD adolescent boys and girls assemble and work together in the socio-cultural 

action groups.   They get space to share their feelings and potentialies positively. They 

determine the issue on consensus, analyze the issue, engage in production making and 

demonstrate the cultural presentation before the community people followed by 

interaction. Such kinds of engagements promote to meet urge of association and 

expression.  They think engagement through TfD make them occupied in good work and 

refrain from bad things. They feel happy that they raise voice to show respect to women 

through theatre. 

Overcome trauma and find pleasure  

Working in group centering child protection occupied them to think and act for new thing. 

They learn child protection issues and how to prevent risks.  They realize the surroundings 

and understand the necessity to face reality.  These sensations instill joy and happiness 

among the adolescents. They feel comfort to speak about their concerns with others and 

think for coping positively.   

Develop as agent of change  

Involvement with TfD breeds thinking to do something for child protection and wellbeing of 

community. They share knowledge on child marriage, child labour, trafficking, etc. with 

fellow others and parents. On observation of child rights violation, they inform the matter to 

the concerned staff. They work to stop child marriage and encourage sending children to 
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learning centre & child friendly space.  They also take role to reducing work load of their 

younger ones.  They communicate with CICs on protection or community concern. They take 

part in social actions with community people. These practices are new ones in their 

community.    

Increase mobility of adolescent girls  

Adolescent girls mainly have to stay at home. TfD helps to move outside of home. Through 

theatre and puppet they performed. Though earlier some parents and religious leaders raise 

objection, adolescents make them convinced about usefulness of learning idea and 

techniques on the grounds of safety and wellbeing.  

Thinking about continuity of TfD 

Adolescents want to keep continuity of TfD. They expressed to join again in theatre in 

future. They feel delight to get scope in order to solve various problems of camp through 

theatre.  Some girls wish to set up theatre school where adolescents from Rohingya and 

host community could jointly learn and work together to promote social cohesion. 

Community perception about TfD 

Through theatre people can learn the new things with pleasure. It is effective for awareness 

raising considering safety and wellbeing of their children. Theatre helps adolescents to 

acquire knowledge and skills. Though some people resent theatre on religious grounds, 

most people think theatre as medium of education.  

Views and opinions of stakeholders  

Stakeholders appreciated the introduction of TfD in the camps engaging adolescent 

boys and girls and termed as distinct activity. They opined that theatre is a powerful 

means of communication. People believe more what they see directly, demonstration is 

useful. They can understand the disseminated issues easily. Through theatre 

adolescents got opportunity to express inner strength and interact with community 

people on child marriage, trafficking, drug problems, eve teasing, etc. Cultural 

initiatives should be continued to increase awareness in the community.  
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Measuring Social Impact 

Theory of Changes s 

Psychosocial support through social and cultural engagement 

Steps     Indicators    Outcome 

 

                 

   

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

                

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Socio-Cultural Action Groups 

formed 

TfD issue selection, analyze and 

finalize 

Production and show 

Jointly work with CBCPC on 

action points raised through 

social drama 

Formed 105 Socio-Cultural 

Action Groups 

Increased no of adolescents and 

group covered a larger young 

population with awareness. 

Issues are identified to 

address vulnerability of 

adolescents. 

Adolescents become   aware on 

problems affecting their safety and 

wellbeing, need and psychosocial 

development. 

Rohingya community gradually 

became aware on issues 

disseminated through shows 

TfD team members trained and 

conduct shows according to 

project plan. 

Effective coordination strategy in 

place. Participants in sector and sub 

sectors coordination meeting and 

also in the coordination meeting with 

CICs. regular flow of Information and 

knowledge sharing. 

Partners’ groups are 

operational on action point. 

Role in problem solving 105 mentors are taken action 

on child protection issues with 

Camp Management authority, 

Majhee and community 

people 

Mentors are moving wherever 

necessary. They are now acting as 

social catalyst. Have role in reducing 

early marriage and other child 

protection issues. 

Message delivery on early 

marriage, trafficking, sexual 

harassment, GBVs, child labor 

etc. 

Well understood by the adolescents 

and community. And mentors become 

change maker. Child protection issues 

are widely discussed in the community. 

Community people and 

adolescents speak about bad 

effects of early marriage, 

child labor and other child 

protection issue. 
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Engage Communities to provide quality child protection services and psychosocial support services 

 

Steps     Indicators    Outcome 

 

                 

   

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Training, orientation, support in 

action to CBCPC 

Develop block wise action plan 

Develop mapping of child 

protection services 

Joint plan for preventing and 
reducing natural hazards 

**** persons from CBCPC 

members, mentors obtained 

training, orientation. 

CBCPC members are realized 

their roles and responsibilities 

and capable of taking part in 

child protection issues. 

237  Action plan has been 
developed by participation of 
adolescent boys and girls, 
guardians, religious leaders 
and majhee 

Organized and systematic 

development of the 
community ensured. 

   

Communities are getting 

advantages from Child 

Protection Maps.  

Establish linkage with other services 

including CFS, C4D activities. 

Community led disaster risk 

reduction plans are in place 

and safer place for women and 

children are identified.  

 

CBCPC members has 

developed joint plan for 

coping with natural hazards. 

Engage religious and community 

leaders 

Imams and Majhees are 
involved with cultural shows. 

Developed community 

ownership 

Regular interaction with Govt 

bodies 

Strengthen exchange of 

information and get informed 

about areas to improve and 

address. 

Attend sectoral and sub-sectoral 

meeting and CIC coordination 

meeting.  
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Community awareness and enhance capacity of partners in IPT (Interactive Popular Theatre) and Facilitation 

Skills 

Steps     Indicators    Outcome 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability (Cohesion and Solidarity) 

Steps     Indicators    Outcome 

 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 

Selection of mentors 

Community ownership and 

support extended.  

Emergency point of contact and 

catalyst is available are available in 

the Camps. 

105 mentors have been 

selected 

Awareness session with Parents and 

religious leaders on Child Protection 

Issues. 

Disseminate message among 

Rohingya communities through 

discussion.  

Parents and religious leaders are 

now more active with the 

activities performed by BITA and 

particularly parents are informed 

about parental care and support. 

Formed Socio-cultural Action 

Group 

Behavioral change is observed, 

adolescents integrity as a team is in 

place and problem solving capacity 

developed within community. 

105 Socio-cultural Action Groups 

with representation from 1050 

adolescents groups where 70% are 

girls group and 30% boys group 

Boldly raised voice  Adolescents and women are 

contributing to building social peace 

and harmony. 

Rohingya women and adolescent 

raised voice against GBV. 

Support to C4D partners to develop 

scripts for community radio.  

7  no of scripts are made for 

broadcasting through  

community radio of C4D 

partner.  

Community Radio broadcasting 

made possible to disseminate 

child protection and GBV issues 

to the larger coverage among the 

Rohingya community.   

Community integration Mutual discussion and support 

within community.  

Majhees and Volunteers working at 

the camps are connected with 

CBCPCs activities and are working 

together.   

Training, orientation, support in 

action to CBCPC 

**** persons from CBCPC 

members, mentors 

obtained training, 

orientation. 
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Exploring Adolescents’ creativity through TfD process     
 

The organization BITA has been working passionately for a long time being relevant with 

cultural approach for transforming the socio-cultural perspective of Bangladesh. By this 

approach it is in company with UNICEF for one and half year after the influx covering 23 

numbers of camps, received an immense quantity of experience with adolescents especially 

with the adolescent girls.  The people of Rohingya community never allowed their wife and 

daughter to go outside and to mix with others. In that context it was extremely hard to 

encourage them to do work with the organization using cultural mediums.  

Diverse child protection issues as follows Child labor, early marriage, Human Trafficking, 

Drug, eve teasing and GBV have been taken into consideration while designing production.  

Involving young group aging from 12 to 18 years and not even required specialized theatre 

actor only have need of some initiative that can connect to people of walks of life.   

The organization sensitized adolescents as well as to CBCPC & parents, religious leaders as 

so that they their children to do work with us. Objective was to win over the adolescent’s 

psycho as they can be cope up in the camp situation, can be encouraged by receiving the 

messages and turn their disadvantages to advantage.   

 

The journey: in short  

In that long journey of our hard work with Rohingya adolescents in particular TfD we have 

experienced many ups and downs. It was sternly forbidden in their community to do theatre 

openly as they moved for a long time very conservatively.  For that reason adolescents 

repeatedly avoid the sessions. Sometimes their parents, religious leaders disallowed them 

to attend the sessions. Many other problems also there in camp as parents very often 

engage their children for receiving relief, household activities even engage their adolescent 

boys for income generating activities.   

Overcoming this stumbling blockaded staffs and mentors could be able to win over the 

adolescents and their family. When we discussed with them about the child protection 

issues they motivated optimistically as these are for the betterment of their children. Girls 

more than ever tried to think them as human beings that they have all out rights to flourish 

their dreams and expectations.  
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By this way project team successfully completed 105 TFD productions. For preparing each 

production they have followed an intensive course of 12 days. After completion of rehearsal 

they became more spontaneous than before and created a lively relationship with the 

facilitator, members of groups and being much more awarded on the issue of TFD.  That’s 

why an encouragement created among them that they could able to convince their parents 

and community leaders. The stimulation to appoint themselves in the betterment of 

community increased. It came in reality when the CBCPC members have taken initiatives to 

do something; adolescents moved forward them with the purpose. Especially the mobility of 

adolescent girls increased and their expression became more fearless than before. The 

adolescents completed 315 numbers of shows. Out of these presentation   girls groups have 

done 170 numbers of shows (theatre-72 & puppet-98) & boys group have done 145 

numbers of shows through theatre.  

 

Some truly encouraging stories 

One of the adolescent group’s member Abul Kalam aged 18  living in camp -9, (Block-06) 

refrained himself from second time marriage after attending TfD sessions. Though in the 

beginning, he was not agreeing to engage with the adolescent group. But after attending a 

monthly meeting where some bad effects of early marriage and polygamy were discussed, 

he could understand the real fact. Meanwhile he was in the preparatory stage of getting 

marriage for second time. He expressed his views not to engage him in marriage. After that 

incident he engaged himself voluntarily to convince other people about bad effects of early 

marriage and polygamy. 

Rashida  Akter, from camp 16 (block-C1) a member of TfD group who stopped her early  

marriage by her own initiative with the help of Imam , Majhi & BITA’s staff. She says, 

“Afterwards my father decided not to give marriage to any of my sister before 18.” 

Parvin is living in camp-10. She was scolded and punished by Imam (religious person) when 

she participated in TfD. She informed her father about the matter. With the help of Majhi, 

her father and BITA’s facilitator tried to convince Imam. After doing TfD when the 

adolescents engaged themselves in gardening for green environment then the dwellers of 

block became positive about the adolescents activities. 
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Ramida, a mentor of our TfD group of camp-9 (block-A-2) delivered her speech in an open 

program in front of CIC and described their learning and achievement by doing work with 

BITA. It was striking development of Ramida as at first stage she was annoyed. 

A religious leader Md Syed Amin, lives at Kutupalong, camp 4 (block A-17), has involvement 

with BITA’s cultural initiatives who performed mock-drill on disaster preparedness. He 

remains present to watch the TfD show and thinks it is important to increase awareness on 

child protection. He feels interest to share the new messages to the neighboring Rohingya 

people. 

KPI’s affected  

105 Socio-cultural action groups formed and operational in 23 Rohingya camps & 

surrounding host communities with adolescent girls and boys. Out of 105 groups, 72 are 

girls groups constituting 1800 girls whereas 33 are boys groups with 825 boys. The groups 

include the members of 1050 adolescents’ groups formed by child protection partner 

organizations. The socio-cultural action group members trained on communication, 

leadership and group management in order to better inclusion and performance as the 

group. The groups were involved in intensive participatory and creative exercise covering 

issue identification and production making. Then they conduct 315 no of drama before 

community people followed by community dialogue immediately to stimulate community to 

determine action-points for child protection.  Around 49000 audiences from different walks 

of life watched the drama.    

Cultural approach: stimulating organized participation 

Cultural initiatives especially performing arts could effectively raise awareness and positive 

values creating a recreational atmosphere. Cultural expressions enable the people to join 

together, mitigate psychosocial distress, explore latent power and raise voice of the inner 

hearts for desired social change. The TfD, one of the key actions, is a participatory and 

empowering process. The TfD approach has flexibility in terms of context and usage of 

resources.  It is an effective communication channel to mobilize the community on social 

issues like child protection and GBV. Through TfD the Rohingya adolescent girls and boys, 

and also underprivileged Bangladeshi adolescents got space to associate with spontaneity, 

share emotions, explore potentials and speak out the demands in terms of adolescence 

phase. They become able to analyze the situation, cause and effects of vulnerability and 

determine issue to be addressed. The key issues are: child marriage, child labour, child 
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trafficking, drug problems, sexual harassment, child abuse, environment protection. Local 

community resource persons namely mentors recruited, capacitated and engaged to 

support and mobilize the adolescent groups.  They worked in group approach to raise voice 

and initiate dialogue against child rights violation, and insecurity of adolescents. Puppet 

form along with theatre form used to ensure girls participation and women. The process 

involved parents, majhis/local leaders, CBCPC members, religious leaders, common people 

& other stakeholders working in humanitarian response.  

The practice could be effective in internalizing the SDGs related to adolescents and engage 

the adolescents to perform as active agent of change in order to contribute in achieving the 

SDGs specially 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 & 16.   

Cohesiveness of the process   

 cover the following arena: formulating guidelines, institutional and staff capacity, 

coordination and collaboration with the agencies, consultation with parents and community 

leaders, strengthening community based child protection mechanism, identifying and using 

community resources, motivational & social  involvement and capacity building of 

adolescents for child protection, social cohesion and social action, promote adolescents-led 

approach, employ and enhance mentor support. 
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Process flowchart    

 

 

 

 
 
 

Formation and orientation of adolescents’ 
Socio-Cultural Action  group

Provide primary idea about TfD

Issue selection for production making

( Primary)

Issue finalization for production making 

( Finalized)

Process of story making 

Scene making from story 

Rehearsal for production making 

Pre-test show 

Conduct drama followed by community 
dialogue immediately to stimulate community 
to determine action-points for child protection

Organize training for Socio-Cultural Action 

groups on leadership, group Management 

Organize monthly meeting of Socio-

Cultural Action groups  
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Changes at the Micro Level 

Since Adolescents are the major participants of the programs so micro level changes 

enclosed by the adolescents roles and activism at the community level. 

• Messages are very practical and life oriented which are delivered by BITA. 

Coordination among the partners is very effective.  

• Show is very effective, disaster management and family planning can be incorporate 

in the show.  

• People’s participation is an importation element for development, BITA’s 

communication forms is very effective as it directly involve adolescents from issue 

selection to performance.   

• They came to know that the early marriage is very bad and also they don’t know 

about it earlier in Myanmar. If they find any such incident they informed the CFS 

immediately. Thus a way created safety net for children.  

• They are now aware about family conflict and peace building issues.  

• They now can participant in the decision making process at family level.  

• Child labor very harmful for children, they are now aware on this issue. 

• Aware about personal hygiene and use to hand wash after using the toilet.  

• They are now talking with many external people when they come out from home for 

participating in the drama.  

• Sometimes audience throws negative comments and initially they felt embarrassed. 

Now they can make it up.  

• They would like to solve problems at camp level by using the strength of drama.  

• Family conflicts are addressing to reduce. 

• If they face any problem with any women, they moved to CIC for action.  

• At the early stage religious leaders create obligation to participate in the drama, it is 

reducing day by day and they become sensitized also. 

• They are now aware about where to go for any kind of assistance 

• They are interested to plant tree 

• They enjoyed to participate in the drama 
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• The adolescent group said that they are now work in group and discuss among them 

self any problem and they are now aware about their roles and responsibility 

• They become aware about child marriage, trafficking, child labor, environment, they 

have organized waste management of the camp by fixing 4 dustbins.  

• They got leadership training and have ability to lead team.  

• They work as peer educator and suggest other partners’ fellow about consequences 

of drug, child marriage, child labor, trafficking etc.  

• Adolescent group members are well aware about how to behave with female and 

respect to women.  

• Have regular coordination with “Majhis” for any issues related to camp 

management. 

• Before involved with BITA activities they thought that cultural activity is anti Islamic 

movement and not good for them. Now they are aware about TfD and its positive 

sides.  

• They ensure the free movement of women and find any incident they took action 

immediately. 

• They strictly pay role against eve teasing.  

• They are trying to reduce family conflict and ensure strong family bondage 
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Good Practices 

• Adolescents share information on child protection to other fellow adolescents. They 

are playing role in extension of knowledge on child marriage, child labour, trafficking, 

etc. in their communities. 

•  Trend of sending children to bring relief materials is decreasing. Parents or older 

ones now mainly bring the relief materials where children assist them. 

• Adolescent boys collect information to prevent child marriage, share to others 

especially to Majhis and coordinate with CICs through the Majhis.  

• Adolescent boys support girls to participate in the sessions safely. 

•  Mentors especially boys help others to get different services. They provide 

information, give accompany to contact with service providers. 

•  Adolescents express opinions in the families about their concerns and wellbeing. 

Parents pay attention and importance to views of their younger generation. 

• Adolescents encourage their younger brothers and sisters to go to learning centres, 

CFS, AFS, etc. 

• Adolescents take part in different participatory works in the community. 

• Female mentor works to resist child marriage.  

•  Opinions of girls get value in the family level discussion and decision-making.  

• Presence and participation of girls below 15 and boys in the AFS, GFS increases. 

• Adolescents discuss the issues of adolescence with fellow adolescents and older 

ones. Earlier they feel shy and reluctance to talk about the subject-matter.   

• Adolescents’ eagerly remain present and express opinions in the meetings of their 

groups.   

• Mentors especially boys assemble other boys through own initiatives and discuss 

about the child protection related matters. 

• In leisure time, some adolescents go to child protection hub established through the 

project and participate in indoor games. 

• Parents especially mothers find encouragement to send their daughters to the 

awareness raising sessions on different issues including child protection.  
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•    Men and women took part in the same session in some meetings and share their 

views and opinions on safety and wellbeing of their offspring.  

• Parents share information about protecting children from child marriage, child 

labour, trafficking, drugs, etc. among themselves and take steps to prevent these 

problems. 

• Different organizations provide space to organize awareness session and/meetings 

with adolescents, parents, CBCPCs, etc. flourishing cooperation and collaboration. 

• Participation of women in different camp level events in increasing. 

• Opinions and suggestions from the participants get due importance to fix venue and 

time of program events.  

• Information about the services of different agencies shared in the program events 

that help common people to move to the services. 

• Community people involve to develop community action plan to respond to 

identified problems on child protection as well as other community problems.  

• CBCPC members get involved into to undertake community initiatives on cleanliness, 

drainage clearing, small bamboo bridges, etc.  

• Some of the CBCPC members conduct sessions and meeting through own initiatives 

to discuss the matters on child protection, GBV and community concerns and take 

initiatives to dissolve them. 

• Religious leaders discuss the matters of child protection especially child marriage, 

child labour, trafficking, drug problems, etc. with community people while they 

gathered for prayer in mosques. 

• Work connection among parents, adolescents and CBCPC members increases on 

child protection and social action.  

• CBCPC member help to rescue the missing/trafficked child. 

• Host community people living in camp territories extend support to get space for 

program implementation and keep materials safely. 

• Through TfD, adolescents get opportunity of association, learning and entertainment 

to protect them and play proactive role. 

• Girls’ mobility and expression increases through participating in the program events.    

• Cultural initiatives especially TfD enable adolescents to speak about their problems 

and needs before large audience projecting confidence and articulation.  

• Adolescents, community people and religious leaders perform together in 

mock-drill before the audience to make community level disaster 

preparedness. 

• Adolescents and community people refer to different service providing 

agencies to get information and services as their needs.  



Promoting Social Engagement through 

 Cultural Initiatives for Protective Environment 

 

BITA-UNICEF, 2019  33 

Lessons learnt 

• Continuous psychosocial development is very much essential for them as they just 

come out from fearful situation.  And also cross- cultural knowledge for sustainable 

development. 

• Religious leaders could be involved in the process. As Rohingya community is 

extremely influenced by religious dogma; so messages will be helpful if linked with 

religious point of view. Now a days and considering the camp situation, message 

related to child protection, GBV, counter trafficking, early marriage is very much 

worthy to disseminate.    

• Host community feel that the arrival of the Rohingya refugees has disrupted the 

education of their children. There is a shortage of school teachers who are taking 

jobs in NGOs working in the camps. Organizations working with the Rohingya need 

educated people for their program implementation and other activities. Their 

compensation package is higher than a teacher’s salary. Hence, teachers are leaving 

the schools to join NGOs. So host communities children’s education has to be well 

attended by concern agencies.  

• Need to incorporate related new theme and idea in the show. And the show length 

could be longer so that entertainment and awareness both are well articulated. It 

could be planned as awareness sessions for community.  

• Psychosocial development through cultural action playing an effective role Rohingya 

community, they still traumatized. BITA has taken a very a good initiatives to emerge 

from the situation.  

• Deep-rooted stigma and misconceptions about birth control methods exist among 

the Rohingya. Respondents reported that in Myanmar contraceptive methods were 

accessible, but most of the Rohingya were reluctant to use contraception because of 

fears of permanent sterility and other morbidities. 

• In addition to the generally fatalistic sentiments described above, the belief that 

Islam prohibits the use of birth control methods was commonly reported among the 

Rohingya. Respondents mentioned that having more children is encouraged by 

Islam. 
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• Discussions indicate that most of the Rohingya have inadequate knowledge about 

HIV/AIDS and STDs. Most of them mentioned that they learn about HIV/AIDS and 

STDs after arriving in Bangladesh.   

• Unmarried adolescents generally suffer from scabies, leucorrhoea, irregular 

menstruation, anaemia, malnutrition and diarrheal, jaundice, weakness, fever, cold, 

cough and skin disease. Adolescents hardly visit health facilities. They don’t want to 

disclose as misconception about religious barrier. That causes health hazards for 

them. So health care messages need to be widely spread.   

• Message through drama and puppet show gives them a clear vision about early 

marriage, polygamy. As a result they are now very supportive about cultural 

activities. 

• The ice has already been broken and many of them working in many organizations 

(NGOs) as volunteer. So longer efforts will make them more confident about their 

social role and active engagement.   
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Future perspective 

General and overall recommendations 

The drama must work towards de-normalizing intimate partner violence and child 

marriage, before trying to shift attitudes 

This study suggests that if the drama is to succeed in shifting attitudes towards GBV, it has 

to be started by engaging both male and female audiences in gripping storylines rooted in 

the everyday lives of Rohingya men and women, which encourage them to question existing 

practices and norms.  

The drama should introduce positive deviance characters as male role models 

In order to begin to address issues of power structures, decision-making and gender 

inequality, the drama should start by showing, in a more rational way, male characters role-

modeling enabling their wives or daughters to be part of decision-making within the family. 

Drama can be a vehicle through which normally private conversations between women 

can be shared 

The study found that women occasionally talk their experience of various pains and 

sufferings in their conjugal life. Drama can be a way of making men aware of conversations 

they would not normally hear. 

Interactive Theatre also can popularize appropriate social protection schemes to the 

vulnerable affected refugee/ host communities especially women, youth and children and 

also provide information where to obtain services.  

Immediately take all necessary and available measures to prevent and respond to the risk 

and perpetration of gender-based violence, including sexual exploitation and abuse, faced 

by adolescent girls. 

Programmers and funders must urgently address the levels of and fear of violence facing 

girls and women, in terms of both prevention and response. 

• Programming is needed which directly targets community members to raise 

awareness and encourage critical reflection on harmful practices, as well as courses 

for adolescent boys and girls including gender rights components.  

• Specialised protection programmes for adolescent girls should include access to age-
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appropriate ‘safe spaces’, accessible to girls and enabling them to socialise and share 

issues amongst peers.  

• Health and psychosocial services must be able to respond to incidents of violence 

against girls in an unbiased, non-judgemental and holistic manner to help girls heal 

and move on with their lives 

Planning and management of refugee camps must consider the unique needs and 

circumstances of adolescent girls in developing infrastructure, recognizing how this will 

vary by context and cultural norms.  

Adolescent girls spoke at length about the challenges caused by the camp conditions, most 

notably the heat of the shelters, the congestion in the camps leading to increased health 

and protection risks, and lack of access to water and sanitation.  

• Initial rapid needs assessment and any analysis conducted thereafter must 

incorporate gender and inclusion dimensions into the exercise. Several resources, 

such as the Inter-Agency Standing Committee’s Gender Handbook for Humanitarian 

Action and Adolescent girls and Guidelines for Integrating Gender-Based Violence 

Interventions in Humanitarian Action. Camp planners should always anticipate and 

develop ways in which to guard against the effects of cramped camp conditions, 

including increased health and security risks, and decreased ability to effectively and 

efficiently provide services and protection.  

• Safety of adolescent girls should be a central consideration in camp planning, and 

organisations should conduct safety audits with girls to identify the high risk areas 

and develop strategies for making routes safer. 

• Consistent mental health and psychosocial support services are crucial to help girls 

and boys cope and begin to heal. Child-friendly Spaces, both stand-alone and 

integrated into other sectors, are needed to ensure the protection and psychosocial 

wellbeing of children and their caregivers. Spaces are needed where nurturing adults 

can provide a sense of safety and also identify those children requiring more 

intensive care and support. Measures to create supportive environments and reduce 

levels of distress are crucial in order to prevent the children’s natural reactions to 

adverse events from developing into more severe and chronic mental health and 

psychosocial support problems. Child-friendly spaces provide not only much-needed 
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psychosocial support, but are also a crucial entry point for integrated care for child 

survivors, case management, and (informal and formal) education. Specific 

strategies, activities and planning need to be implemented to ensure enrolment and 

retention of girls. 

• Ensure that adolescent girls and boys can contribute to governance and 

community-based governance systems within the camp population. Adolescent 

girls and boys, of different ages and abilities, shall be given opportunities to reflect 

their concerns and priorities in community-based governance systems. Child 

protection actors need to be trained in child protection and participation to help 

facilitate the process of adolescent active participation in community-based 

governance systems. 

• Strengthen linkages between child protection and GBV, Education, and Nutrition. 

Prevention and response to gender-based violence against girls and boys needs to be 

strengthened through collaboration with programmes for GBV prevention and 

response, while links between activities for children will be linked to efforts focusing 

on improving access to education. Child protection actors need to be trained on 

detecting incidents of malnutrition and ensure timely referral to services. 
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ANNEXE I 

Methodology and Approach 

The study is qualitative and quantitative to explore the perception of Rohingya adolescents 

about cultural tools and methodologies and its effectiveness in disseminating messages. The 

research also explores the scope of work regarding protecting Rohingya adolescents from 

abuse, exploitation and Gender Based Violence.  

In this regard, 14 FGDs, 60 KIIs and about 1049 respondents were given interviewed through 

semi-structured interview schedule. Tools such as questionnaire and KII check list and check 

list for FGD were developed to ensure that the quantitative and quantitative information is 

collected from the interview and interactions with all targeted stakeholders including CIC, 

International NGOs, National NGOs, Department of Women Affairs, Departmet of Social 

Services, UN Agencies, mentor, theatre activist, guardians, social activists etc. 

 

Respondents of Key Informant Interview (KII) 

Total 60 KIIs have been conducted in the 14 camps area. Among them 13 KIIs with 

government officials including CIC, MoWCA Representative, representative of Department 

of Social Science etc. 18 with International NGOs including UN agencies and 29 with 

National NGOs working in the Rohingya Camps.  
 

Respondents of Focus Group Discussion (FGD) 

Total 14 FGD were arranged with Rohingya communities is different camps. Total 262 

participants were attended the FGDs. Among the participants male were 178 and female 84.  

Below table is showing the location and FGD wise participants status: 

Sl Location 
Total Participants 

Total 
Male Female 

1 Camp-3 16 4 22 

2 Camp-10 19 2 21 

3 Camp-11 15 0 15 

4 Camp-12 16 0 16 

5 Camp-14 5 15 20 

6 Camp-15 15 0 15 

7 Camp-16 15 0 15 

8 Camp-17 16 4 20 

9 Camp-19 9 9 18 

10 Camp-22 24 0 24 
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11 Camp-23 0 14 14 

12 Camp-24 6 18 24 

13 Camp-20X 11 9 20 

14 Camp-19 11 9 20 

  Total 178 84 262 

 

Respondents of Assessment Survey 

Total 1019 respondent were participants in the survey as part of data collection of study. 

Among them 580 are male and 439 are female. Data was collected from 24 number of 

camp. Respondents include Rohingya community, adolescent, teachers, majhi, house wife, 

students, farmer, businessman, religious leader etc. Data collection status as given below:  

 Sl Camp  Male Female Total 

1 10 36 25 61 

2 12 26 46 72 

3 14 48 55 103 

4 3 16 19 35 

5 4 29 21 50 

6 9 39 21 60 

7 11 68 32 100 

8 17 11 7 18 

9 20 2 2 4 

10 20X 18 10 28 

11 1E 9 1 10 

12 2E 3 7 10 

13 2W 6 3 9 

14 15 39 31 70 

15 19 23 18 41 

16 14 23 5 28 

17 1E 9 7 16 

18 1W 5 0 5 

19 2E 7 0 7 

20 18 8 11 19 

21 16 39 31 70 

22 23 13 11 24 

23 22 62 37 99 

24 24 41 39 80 

  Total 580 439 1019 
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ANNEXEII 

List of KII Respondents 

Name of Respondent Designation of Respondent Organization 

Camp 1 

Anita Shaha Protection Focal MoWCA 

Salim Badsha Protection Focal UNHCR 

Pankaj Kumar Paul Site Management Focal BRAC 

Sabnam Fariya Site Management Officer ACTED 

Mabashar Saha Protection Focal UNHCR 

 Camp 15 

Anwar Hossain Site Management, Protection Focal Christian Aid 

Saima Chy Centre Coordinator(WLCC) GUK 

Addus Salam Camp manager BRAC 

Iliyas Mormo Camp Wash Focal World Vision  

Md. Younus Camp Education Focal BRAC 

Dr. Md. Shafik Uddin CIC RRRC 

Golam Mostafa Sector Specialist BRAC 

Camp 23  

Md. Abdur rahman CIC RRRC 

Abdullah Al- Mamun Field Officer Site Management IOM 

Kaniz Sultana Sepo Case Manager MUKTI 

Md. Jasim Uddin CFS manager CODEC 

Shimul Chandra Das CFS Manager BRAC 

 Camp 22 

Md. Kazi Faruk Ahmed CIC RRRC 

Subarno Daud Toha Operation officer IOM 

Mr. Morshed Zamn 
Child Protection focal & CFS 
Manager 

BRAC 

Md. Ershad hossain Focal person-WASH BRAC 

Md. Mobinul Islam Field Coordinator  Coast Trust 

 Camp  11 

Shilu Dey Team Leader DSS 

Sakiul Alam Khan Protection Monitoring Officer DRC 

Md. Borhan Uddin Arif DSB(Dist Special Branch) Ukhiya Thana 

Md. Anwar Camp In charge Bangladesh Army 

Omar Faruq Iqbal Supervisor YPSA 

Puja Bhattacharjee Supervisor(MSK) MoWCA 

 Camp 4  

Shafiul karim Centre Manager, CFS-1 CODEC 

Hamidul Islam Field Officer 
Karitas  
Bangladesh 

Miskat Hossain PSS Officer CODEC 
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Camp 14 

S. M. Ashraful Asgar CFS Manager & Focal Person CODEC 

Golam Rabbani Team Leader, Site Management Christian Aid 

Amir Hossain Masud Field Coordinator TAI 

Tanzla Tasnim Protection Focal MoWCA 

Camp 9 

Anamika Barua Teacher(LC) BRAC 

Nawsad Field supervisor YPSA 

Shewly Nag Case Management Officer SCI 

Rejaul Karim Social Case Worker SCI 

Md. Rafiq uddin Community Mobilizer CODEC 

Md. Saraf Uddin Case management Officer SCI 

Camp 16 

Taherul Islam Field Volunteer GUK 

Mohiuddin Ahmed Education Focal BRAC 

Zaheda Begum Women & Child Protection Officer IRC 

Mobarak Hossain Team Leader M.S.W.D.S.S 

khaled Hossain Team Leader M.S.W.D.S.S 

Md. Rejaul Karim Emergency Site Coordinator UNICEF 

Camp 17   

Md. Humayun Kabir Senior Site Management Officer   

Shahedul Islam CFS (Manager) BRAC 

kolim ullah CFS (Manager) BRAC 

Abdul Hai CFS (Manager) BRAC 

Camp 20 

Md. Nasir Uddin Program Manager CODEC 

Camp 24 

Rashed Humayun General Protection Focal IOM 

Suraya Akhter Center Manager CODEC 

Md. Shahazan ACIC & Senior Assistant Secretary   

Md. Fazlul Habib Mia CP Focal BRAC 

 Camp 12   

Chadni Akter Project Officer Save the Children 

Nurul Alam manic Program Organizer CODEC 

Samsul Haque Camp Manager, Site Management Action Aid 

 Camp 10   

Md. Ibrahim Project Officer SCI 
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ANNEXE III 

Tables and Graphs 

Data of the study were collected both quantitative and qualitative. To gather the 

information about the study total 1049 one to one survey, 14 FGDs and about 70 KIIs have 

been conducted. Findings from data collection are as follows:   

Findings from Survey 

Table 01: Distribution of the respondents by their sex 

 

Figure 01 shows that 41% respondents are female and 59% respondents are male. 

Table 02: Distribution of the respondents by their age 

Age group 
Male Female Total 

NO % No % No % 

<=20 198 32.5 138 32.5 336 32.5 

21-30 154 25.3 116 27.3 270 26.1 

31-40 97 15.9 108 25.4 205 19.8 

41-50 89 14.6 42 9.9 131 12.7 

51-60 48 7.9 20 4.7 68 6.6 

61+ 23 3.8 1 0.2 24 2.3 

Total 609 100 425 100 1034 100 

 

According to the age of the respondents, 32.5% respondents are less than 20 years, 26.1% 

respondents are 21-30 years, 19.8% respondents are 31-40 years, 12.7% respondents are 

41-50 years, 6.6% respondents are 51-60 years and 2.3% respondents are 61 years and 

above. 

 

59%

41%

FIGURE 1: DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESPONDENTS BY SEX

Male Female



Promoting Social Engagement through 

 Cultural Initiatives for Protective Environment 

 

BITA-UNICEF, 2019  44 

Table 03: Distribution of respondents by their knowledge on BITA’s activities 

 

Table 03 shows that the respondents knowledge about the activities of BITA. More than one 

third (37%) respondents know about the drama and more than one fourth (29.9%) 

respondents know about the six subjects on child safety session. Out of them 23.3 % know 

about the CBCP meeting, 16.8% know about the mock drill, 13.8 know about TFD, 10.7% 

know about the meeting with parents. Rest of them know about parental care session 

(8.3%), monthly meeting (6%), action plan (3.2%), meeting with adolescent (3.1%), puppet 

show (2.9%), imam meeting (1.3%), leadership training (1.1%) and mentor training (1.0%). 
 

 

 

Table 04: Distribution of the respondents by their opinion about knowing the BITA’s 

activities 
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Most (64.5%) of the respondents answered that they know about BITA activities as a viewer 

of cultural program. 48.1% and 5.1% answered that they know through direct participation 

and others respectively. 

Table 05 : Distribution of the respondents by their opinion about the role of the activities 

of BITA 

Respondents Opinion 
Male Female Total 

No % No % No % 

To increase awareness 209 34.3 153 36.0 362 35.0 

To inform demerits early marriage through 
puppet show 

121 19.9 141 33.2 262 25.3 

To learn on disaster through mock drill 90 14.8 66 15.5 156 15.1 

To increase awareness on cleanliness 56 9.2 31 7.3 87 8.4 

To reduce trafficking 45 7.4 28 6.6 73 7.1 

To reduce to use drug 47 7.7 15 3.5 62 6.0 

To make home gardening 38 6.2 14 3.3 52 5.0 

Play role to stop sexual harassment 31 5.1 15 3.5 46 4.4 

I will use this learning in future 23 3.8 18 4.2 41 4.0 

Parent meeting 16 2.6 15 3.5 31 3.0 

To reduce violence against women 12 2.0 11 2.6 23 2.2 

Others 33 5.4 25 5.9 58 5.6 

Plays no role 9 1.5 5 1.2 14 1.4 

 

Table 05 represents that the respondent’s opinion on the role of the activities of BITA. Out 

of the respondents, 35% told that the activities increased awareness, 25.1% told that 

activities informed demerits early marriage through puppet show, 15.1% told that the 

activities learned on disaster through mock drill, 8.4% told that the activities increased 

awareness on cleanliness, 7.1% told that the activities reduced trafficking and 6.0% reduced 

drug use. It is mentioned that 1.4% respondents told the activities didn’t play any role.  

 

Table 06 : Distribution of the respondents by their opinion about drama 

Respondents Opinion about drama 
Male Female Total 

No % No % No % 

Should to continue 167 27.4 96 22.6 263 25.4 

To know many unknown things 147 24.1 86 20.2 233 22.5 

To increase awareness on various issues 91 14.9 79 18.6 170 16.4 

BITA work on child issues 56 9.2 50 11.8 106 10.3 

To increase awareness against early marriage 45 7.4 55 12.9 100 9.7 

Plays role on social and environmental safety 53 8.7 23 5.4 76 7.4 
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To know merits and demerits of various issues 35 5.7 30 7.1 65 6.3 

Drama activities should to increase 36 5.9 16 3.8 52 5.0 

Change thinking about drama 18 3.0 14 3.3 32 3.1 

Plays role for cleanliness 20 3.3 6 1.4 26 2.5 

Need more activities rather drama 4 0.7 8 1.9 12 1.2 

Spread over the camp 9 1.5 1 0.2 10 1.0 

Need to increase time 1 0.2 8 1.9 9 0.9 

Need more space 3 0.5 4 0.9 7 0.7 
 

Table 06 shows that the respondent’s opinion on drama. 25.4% respondents told the drama 

should be continued, 22.5% told that they knew many unknown things, 16.4% told that it 

increase awareness on various issues, 10.3% told that BITA work on child issues and 9.7% 

told that it increased awareness against early marriage. 

 

Table 07: Distribution of the respondents by their opinion about the issues of the BITA’s 

activities 

 

Above table 07 shows that the respondents opinion about the issues of the activities of 

BITA. Respondents were identifying early marriage (62%), children and women trafficking 

(36.8%), disaster (26.9%), child labour (22.6%), drug (22.1%), sexual harassment and 

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0
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Figure : Distribution of the respondents by their opinion about 
the issues of the BITA’s activities
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violence (13.3%), polygamy (7.6%), hygiene (6.8%), VAW (6.8%), child safety (4.4%), child 

violence (4.2%), demerits of more children (3.2%), environment pollution (1.6%), mock drill 

(1.5%) and others (8.7%). 

Table 08 : Distribution of the respondents by their opinion to know new things through 

BITA’s activities 

 

Table 08 indicates the new things, respondents learn from the activities of BITA. They 

identified demerits of early marriage (39.9%), trafficking (16.8%), safety from disaster 

(16.5%), demerits of child labor (9.6%), all were new things to know from drama (7.6%), 

demerits of drug addiction (6.8%), demerits of sexual harassment and violence (5.7%), child 

violence (3.1%), hand washing after defecation (2.8%)hygiene and cleanliness (1.9%), 

demerits of more children (1.9%), fire safety (1.8%), dowry is a crime (1.6%), awareness to 

children education (1.2%) and others (8.8%) were new things which were they learn from 

the activities of BITA. 
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Table 09: Distribution of respondents by their opinion about the opportunity to 

participate on problem solving 

 

Table 09 represents the respondent’s opinion about the opportunity to participate on 

problem solving. Out of them 22% respondents told that they participate to solve the 

problem within the block, 16.6% told that they participate the activities on BITA, 10.8% told 

that they try to prevent early marriage, 9.2% told they become a member of BITA activities, 

7.2% told that they informed about the drama to others, 3.4% told they maintain hygiene 

within the block, 4.5% told that they work for ensuring child safety, 4.9% told that they try 

to prevent child labor, 3.2% told that they try to prevent trafficking, 4.1% told that they 

discussed about the demerits of drug addiction to others and 4.7% told that they participate 

on other ways. It mentioned that they have no opportunity to participate on problem 

solving.  
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Table 10: Distribution of respondents by their opinion on present thinking on education, 

health and employment 

 

Above table 10 indicates the present thinking on education, health and employment 

situation of the respondents. Out of them, 51.3% told that need to improve the education 

system, 8.9% told should to develop separate education system, 4.4% told that need to 

increase technical education. For health issues, 38.5% told that need to develop the health 

system. For employment issue, 21.7% told that need to create employment opportunity.  

Table 11: Distribution of the respondents by their opinion about the new initiative on 

child safety, natural environment safety and peace 

Opinion about new initiative 
Male Female Total 

No % No % No % 

Should to take more activities on child safety 94 15.4 101 23.8 195 18.9 

Should to work on forestation for saving natural 
environment 

102 16.7 89 20.9 191 18.5 

BITA should to work for peace within the camp 87 14.3 51 12.0 138 13.3 

should to continue the present activities 67 11.0 33 7.8 100 9.7 

Should to establish separate school for women 58 9.5 42 9.9 100 9.7 

To arrange sports and entertainment program 45 7.4 27 6.4 72 7.0 

Should to increase the health facilities 30 4.9 26 6.1 56 5.4 

To arrange technical education 27 4.4 25 5.9 52 5.0 

To create employment 35 5.7 16 3.8 51 4.9 

Should to take new strategies 37 6.1 12 2.8 49 4.7 

To develop the transportation system 24 3.9 13 3.1 37 3.6 

Should to prevent child labor 22 3.6 14 3.3 36 3.5 

To increase awareness on birth control 9 1.5 21 4.9 30 2.9 

To increase mock drill on natural disaster 17 2.8 8 1.9 25 2.4 

To increase the theatre activities 15 2.5 8 1.9 23 2.2 

To create adolescent group within the block 10 1.6 13 3.1 23 2.2 

Others 15 2.5 10 2.4 25 2.4 
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Figure : Distribution of respondents by their opinion on present 
thinking on education, health and employment
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Table 11 indicates that the respondent’s opinion about the new initiative on child safety, 

natural environment safety and peace. Out of the respondents, 18.9% told that should to 

take more activities on child safety, 18.5% told that should to work on forestation for saving 

natural environment, 13.3% BITA should to work for peace within the camp and 9.7% told 

that BITA should to continue their activities on these issues.  

 

 


