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Preface 
In the 21st century, Rohingya refugee is one of the most discussed issues trembling the world 

people’s heart and mind. When Bangladesh’s borders yielded to the mass of desperate 

people pouring in from Myanmar in late August 2017, no one predicted the scale of the 

crisis to come. In the weeks that followed, almost the entire Rohingya population have 

fled Myanmar and sought safety in Cox’s Bazar.  The Government and people of 

Bangladesh continue to show tremendous generosity and hospitality in the face of a massive 

influx. 

Along with Government‘s action, humanitarian actors, including local and national non-

governmental organisations (NGOs), international NGOs and the United Nations, have 

stepped in to offer their support and expertise. BITA also came up with its own expertise and 

delivered an emergency work for the period of 4 months from December 2017. It was based 

on cultural action to accelerate adolescent programming and increase meaningful 

participation of girls and boys to prevent abuse, exploitation and GBV.  

The interventions based on cultural approach have worked closely with adolescents creating 

space of cheerful interactions. This intervention looked at the availability of psychosocial 

support in combination with effective protection strategies allow adolescents to participate 

safely, improve the quality of their demonstration and protect them against potential harm 

caused by their displacement.   

After the emergency phase done, with the support of UNICEF Bangladesh, BITA has 

commissioned a study on the Implication of Cultural Initiatives for promoting psycho-

social wellbeing for protecting Rohingya adolescents from abuse, exploitation and GBV  by 

hiring a external Consultant.  

The study mainly draws attention on the Theory of Changes of Cultural action for 

determining the approach as an effective way of psycho social protection. 

I would like to thank the Consultant for her hard work to accomplish the study in time. I also 

like to thank the study team of BITA for assisting the Consultant. I also extend my thanks to 

the Rohingya community, Camp Administration, Local community, NGOs for extending all 

their cooperation.  

Finally my sincere thanks to UNICEF Bangladesh Cox’s Bazar office to their dedicated 

service to BITA during the project work as well as the study. 

Sisir Dutta 

Executive Director 

Bangladesh Institute of Theater Arts-BITA 

Chittagong, Bangladesh 
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Executive Summary 
 

In Recent years violent conflict again got higher in Rakhine State since October 2016. As 

result, until 25 August 2017, an estimated 537,000 Rohingya refugees have crossed the 

border into Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. The distressed and traumatized displaced population – 

approximately 51 per cent of which are women and girls – lives in terrible conditions and 

lacks adequate food, water, sanitation, medical care and access to their livelihoods and assets. 

According to community leaders and interviews with refugees, almost every woman and girl 

at several camps in Cox’s Bazar is either a survivor of or a witness to multiple incidences of 

sexual assault, rape, gang-rape, murder through mutilation or burning alive of a close family 

member or neighbor. Women and girls have experienced sexual- and gender based violence, 

perpetrated by both the Myanmar army and by Rakhine locals (the incidence of this violence 

has increased in frequency over the last two years. 

 

With the assistance of UNICEF, Bangladesh Institute of Theatre Arts-BITA has implemented 

a project namely Promoting psychosocial well-being through cultural initiatives for 

protecting Rohingya adolescents from abuse, exploitation and GBV (PPCIPR) in three 

Rohingya Refugee camp located at Unichiprang, Moinarghona and Balukhali of Cox’s Bazar 

district for a period of December 2017 to March 2018.  

 

The main objective to undertake the project by BITA with children and youth considering 

their protection from gender base violence, sexual abuse, violence against women, trafficking 

and any other form of exploitation.  

Considering the project interventions, BITA has recruited an external consultant to measure 

the effectiveness of the cultural intervention as means of providing information that have 

been launched involving adolescents’ girls from refugee camps mainly. In regard to this, 6 

FGDs and individual interviews among 400 respondents were conducted. Major findings 

includes- 

 Regarding BITA’s cultural activities, most of the participants’ responded that they 

have watched the cultural program organized by BITA; some of them heard about the 

program. 

 Women and Adolescents got information regarding child marriage, child labor, child 

trafficking, drug addiction etc. through the cultural program. 
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 Most of them claimed that they did not watch such kind of program earlier and it is 

effective communication tool to deliver massages, audience can easily understand and 

visualize the massage delivered through puppet show. 

 With regard to benefit from the puppet show, the adolescents claimed that such kind 

of show makes them aware. Some of them explained that they got some new 

information from the puppet show such as techniques of traffickers; children 

movements that jungle are not safe for children. Drug business in the block/ camp is 

not good for them and country as well. 

 Some of the participants claimed that conflict between Rohingya refugee families 

have been reduced as result of awareness by theatre and puppet show. 

 Adolescent’s boys and girls worked as mentor with the BITA team claimed that they 

are now aware and works as catalyst. They have discussed with other Rohingya 

community people on the issue.    

 Regarding continuation of cultural initiatives/ theater show, all the participants 

claimed that this kind of activities will help for them. Adolescent’s boys and girls are 

enjoyed to participate in the show and they also want to involve with the activities 

carried out by BITA. In this regard block wise committee may form to arrange such 

kind of show.  

 With regard to discussion about need about require interventions for child protection, 

all the respondents claimed that, soil erosion is an important issue for them. Some of 

the participants claimed that BITA should arrange drama for wider audience. Most of 

the respondents of different group claimed that children should attend school. Need to 

arrange adult education, awareness on hygiene, disaster coping mechanism etc. 

claimed by participants of different group 

Considering the findings following are the key recommendations from the research- 

 Take necessary measures to prevent all gender-based violence, including sexual 

exploitation and abuse, faced by adolescent girls. Arrange a platform for adolescent to 

support them protecting from sexual abuse, violence against women, gender base 

violence, trafficking, child labor etc.  

 Promote cultural modalities through organized efforts to instil liveliness in local level. 

And while designing Performance/ production; contents must be realistic and local 

context based. 
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 Interventions have to be designed to dispose ice break on cultural and social norms. 

Provide space to the adolescents for exchange views. And increase adolescents’ 

participation in community activity.     

 Comprehensive interventions that focus on identifying, challenging, and addressing 

gender-based discriminatory attitudes and behavior have to be sorted out for 

Rohingya adolescents: these attitudes are the key drivers of the human rights 

violations experienced by adolescent girl.  

 Ensure sharing and interaction with local NGOs and encourage their presence in the 

performance.  

Based on the study, it was revealed that the cultural presentation including puppet show  is an 

effective communication tool for the Rohingya community. It is an essential tool to support 

them to protect from gender base violence, sexual abuse, trafficking and many more. Every 

respondent appreciated BITA initiatives and they realized the need of information 

dissemination through cultural approach. They also thanks to UNICEF Bangladesh to take 

such kind of timely needed initiative. It has been found a wide range scope of motivational 

coverage among the Rohingya population by engaging them with creative work.   
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1. CHAPTER 1 : Introduction  
 

1.1. Introduction 

Cox’s Bazar: Combination of multi-culture people……. 

Surfing Cox's Bazar town though a small one, yet the same is a town of heritage. The sailor 

'Captain Cox' explored the locality to name it on his own name. The local people both 

Burmese and Chittagonian lives in harmony. The major people are moderate Muslims but 

'Buddhists' also live there. Total population of the district is about 2492 square kilometer and 

has population is about is about 2816800. Cox’s Bazar is the most popular tourist destination 

of the country. And the longest unbroken sea beach is situated in this small town. 
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1.2. Background 

More than half a million Rohingya have arrived in Bangladesh from Myanmar since late 

August 2017, escaping what U.N. officials have described as a classic case of ethnic 

cleansing.  Myanmar’s army launched comprehensive attacks on Rohingya villages in the 

country’s Rakhine state after the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) — a Rohingya 

militant group — attacked Myanmar’s police. The country’s 1.1 million Rohingya Muslims 

were essentially stateless. Their government claimed they were illegal immigrants from 

Bangladesh, but many Rohingya said they have lived in Myanmar for generations. Accounts 

of their origin vary — some historians trace them back to 15th century Arab, Turkish, or 

Mongol migrants, while others claimed they have come from Bangladesh in phases. The 

Rohingya lacks freedom of movement and access to basic services, such as health care, 

education and employment. Myanmar’s 1982 nationality law does not recognize them among 

Burmese ethnic groups. 

 

Around 300,000 to 500,000 Rohingya refugees already lived in Bangladeshi camps before the 

current wave of refugees. The more recent arrivals describe Myanmar’s military as beating, 

sexually assaulting and shooting villagers, including children. Many Rohingya villages have 

been burned to the ground. 

 

The Bangladesh government has responded to this crisis in partnership with national and 

international development agencies. But it’s not enough. The Rohingya crisis could still 

become into a massive humanitarian catastrophe. 

As reported, 60% of Rohingya took shelter in Bangladesh are children. These children are 

deeply traumatized and have had their lives ripped apart by the violence they have 

experienced and witnessed. There are numerous instances of horror, killings, arsons, rape and 

loss of relatives that put serious pressure in their minds. Strikingly about 14,000 children lost 

one or both parents while taking shelter. Most of them are uncared and have to live in dreary 

environment. In order to prevent harm, the children and youth require special protection to 

ensure their wellbeing and safety. They require joyful atmosphere to learn and adapt ideas 

and techniques of protection. They are already vulnerable to abuse, exploitation and violence 

including risk of radicalism. Gender based violence is another key risk factor.  

BITA perceives the necessity to meet needs of Rohingya especially for children and youth in 

perspective of protection in existing adverse situation. The organization is confident and 

capable to address mental wellbeing and safety of the Rohingya children and youth though a 

channel of cultural communication. Organization’s cultural motivational initiatives could 

play effective role to support the children and youth to get merriment with learning in 

stressful context, develop life skills and confidence in own potentially through vibrant 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/11/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-ethnic-cleansing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/11/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-ethnic-cleansing.html
http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/10/04/555022829/rohingya-refugees-pour-into-bangladesh-and-many-question-a-militant-groups-actio
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/tracing-history-tension-between-rohingya-muslims-buddhists-date-back-to-british-rule/story-9mo9eTjOaJ4JQmXGef0BHL.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/09/who-are-the-rohingya-and-why-are-they-fleeing-myanmar/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/oct/04/myanmar-military-accused-executing-dozens-fleeing-rohingya-villagers-rakhine-state
http://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-41219840/who-is-burning-down-rohingya-villages
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57804#.Wd0uK2hSyM8
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participation in exhilarating activities. In the context, BITA has undertaken initiatives with 

children and youth considering their protection from abuse, violence and exploitation.   

BITA has implemented the project namely Promoting psychosocial well-being through 

cultural initiatives for protecting Rohingya adolescents from abuse, exploitation and GBV 

(PPCIPR) in three Rohingya Refugee camp located at Unichiprang, Moinarghona and 

Hakimpara of Cox’s Bazar district. Duration of the project was 4 months. To understand the 

dynamism of the interventions, BITA hired an external consultant with an objective to realize  

the effectiveness of cultural intervention; thereby scale-up the project activity.  

 

1.3. Project Description  

BITA has worked with existing adolescent 400 groups of Coast Trust in same locations. It 

has been a collaborative work within both organizations to accelerate adolescent 

programming and increase meaningful participation of girls and boys to prevent abuse, 

exploitation and GBV.  

The interventions based on cultural approach have worked closely with adolescent creating 

space of cheerful interactions. Each adolescent has been come across 10 times interactions 

while cultural installation process will be embedded within the community though engaging 

adolescents in drawing, story-telling, miming, social drama etc. Around 3 hours spent in each 

interaction. Totally 62 days spent in working directly with the adolescent groups through 

creative and cultural exercises along with reflective learning. 400 adolescent groups among 

them 70% girls and 30% boys received orientation on cultural motivation sessions and 

produced and conducted issue based social drama to sensitize community on child protection 

and GBV issues.  

Total 40 Community Mobilizers and 20 Technical Officers recruited, and Technical Officers 

capacitated through 3-days skill development training on theatre for development (TfD) to 

develop 800 mentors and support them to conduct creative performance at community level. 

800 mentors have been selected from adolescent groups and receive 5 days ToT on TfD that 

will enable them to produce issue based drama scripts, conduct creative performance with 

other group members at community level. Community action plan developed followed by 

each performance to prevent and mitigate vulnerability and risks on child protection and 

GBV issues. The mentors and community mobilizers followed up actions and mobilize the 

communities to take actions. 
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Expected result  

 800 mentors have been skilled to use Theatre for Development approach to protect 

children from abuse and exploitation including GBV  

 10000 children and adolescents have got knowledge and skills to protect themselves 

from abuse, early marriage, trafficking and radicalization 

 Increased participation of community to protect children and adolescents from abuse 

and exploitation   

High-frequency indicator/s to which the programme contributes: 

 Number of mentors have trained and facilitated of Theatre for development/social 

drama  

 Number of creative TfD show are disseminated at community level  

 Number of adolescents have adequate knowledge and skills to protect them from 

abuse and exploitation   

 Number of community action plan develop and functional 

 

1.3.1. Study  Objectives 

 To understand the theory of changes of cultural intervention as a model for 

psychosocial protection of Rohingya adolescents.    

 To assess the appropriateness of the cultural forms among targeted Rohingya 

Refugees.   

 To review overall performance of the intervention taken place at targeted 

Rohingya camps.  

Expected Outcomes 

 A change model for Rohingya Adolescents would be identified through this cultural 

intervention. 

 Practitioners would be able to make more informed decisions about strategy and 

process for increasing adolescents’ positive social engagement.  

 Scope of work and Collaboration would be acknowledged for Preventing and 

Countering on GBV in the working area. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategy
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1.3.2. Methodology and Approach 

The study is quantitative and quantitative to explore the perception of Rohingya adolescents 

about cultural tools and methodologies and its effectiveness in disseminating messeges. The 

research also explores the scope of work regarding protecting Rohingya adolescents from 

abuse, exploitation and Gender Base Violence.  

In this regard, 6 FGDs and about 400 respondents were given interviewed through semi-

structured interview schedule. Tools such as questionnaire and check list for FGD were 

developed to ensure that the quantitative and quantitative information is collected from the 

interview and interactions with all targeted stakeholders including mentor, theatre activist, 

guardians, NGO workers, law enforcing officials, social activists etc.  

The sample size of the study 

Types of respondents Total 

 

Mother  

Father 27 

Guardian 7 

Majhi 244 

Religious Leader 21 

NGO representative 13 

Army Official 23 

Social worker 3 

Adolescent Boy 16 

Adolescent Girl 6 

Youth 25 

Total 15 

 400 

The sample size of the FGD 

Types of respondents 
Number of 

participants 

Location/ 

camp 

Number 

of FGD 

Boatman, mentor, adolescents boys, male 

guardians, male NGO workers 

19 Hakimpara 1 

20 Moinarghona 1 

22 Unichiprang 1 

mentor, adolescents girls, female guardians, 

female NGO workers  

20 Hakimpara 1 

28 Moinarghona 1 

25 Unichiprang 1 

Total 134  6 
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Secondary sources/ document review 

Data collected from secondary sources were mainly the desk review of relevant national and 

international documents. The includes- 

 News dailies 

 Web portal of different development partners 

 Research reports 

 

1.3.3. Challenges & Limitations  

The research was for limited time duration and due to obstruction like heavy monsoon of the 

season, the team faced various kinds of difficulties. Minimum time was being given by the 

respondents during interview. Local elites were very busy during the entire period of field 

work and the only available time they were free was during weekends and evenings. Other 

challenges faced by the assessment team- 

- Data and information relating to gender base violence is not available in the source 

entities (community, Government departments, camp authority etc.) 

- Language barrier. 

- Rohingya community people are not fully aware to respond the issue.  

- Establishing contact with communities on FGDs and time matching.  

1.4. Report Structure 

The study report has 5 Chapters. The first chapter presents an introduction and detailed 

methodology of the assessment. The second chapter is literature review/ documents reviewed 

especially on steps taken for refugees around the globe and Power of performing arts for 

changes. The third chapter includes the findings of FGDs. The fourth chapter deals with data 

analysis. The fifth chapter reflects the overall study findings and recommendations. 

Md Saker gets a new life amidst fearful experience of fleeing from 

Rakhine of Myanmar. He is a mentor of Social Games and Cultural 

Centre run by BITA in collaboration with Coast Trust supported by 

UNICEF located at Hakimpara camp. Having received 5 days mentor 

training, he involved in conducting sessions on child marriage, child 

labor and child trafficking, GBV, drug addiction, child abuse and 

violent extremism. He performed social drama focusing child trafficking 

and child labor, where the drama got recognition for best performance. 

Saker likes cultural activities especially theatre. Now he interacts with 

fellow adolescents and takes care to send children for education.   He 

wishes continuation of the cheerful activities. 
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1.5. Research Questions 

Key discussion points for FGDs  

 Focused areas to address for child protection   

Need of continuation and scale up of BITA’s cultural activities   

 Visible changes of attitude of mentors  

 Benefits of BITA’s cultural activities in the camps  

 Understanding about cultural activities  

Key questions for survey 

With community people 

 Information about cultural program 

 Subject matter of the drama 

 New information received through drama 

 Necessity of the subject matter played in the drama 

 Scope of involvement in the events, organized by BITA 

 Message dissemination and discussion among audience  

 Acceptability by the Rohingya community, level of significance 

 Effectiveness for child protection 

 Scope of involvement, development of subject matter, coordination of other 

organizations, etc. 

With mentors  

 Level of satisfaction with the team 

 Level of involvement 

 Means of self development 

 Observation related to child protection initiative after events in the camp 

 Challenges faced  

 Expectation of coordination 

 Need of capacity building 
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2. CHAPTER 2 : Literature review 
 

 

2.1.  Situation of GBV 

In Recent years violent conflict again got higher in Rakhine State since October 2016. As 

result, untill 25 August 2017, an estimated 537,000 Rohingya refugees have crossed the 

border into Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. The distressed and traumatized displaced population – 

approximately 51 per cent of which are women and girls – lives in terrible conditions and 

lacks adequate food, water, sanitation, medical care and access to their livelihoods and assets. 

According to community leaders and interviews with refugees, almost every woman and girl 

at several camps in Cox’s Bazar is either a survivor of or a witness to multiple incidences of 

sexual assault, rape, gang-rape, murder through mutilation or burning alive of a close family 

member or neighbor. Women and girls have experienced sexual- and gender based violence, 

perpetrated by both the Myanmar army and by Rakhine locals (the incidence of this violence 

has increased in frequency over the last two years. Many women whose sexual assault 

resulted in conception are reported to have sought out abortions after arriving in Bangladesh. 

This is a frightening reminder that sexual- and gender based violence are among the most 

horrific weapons of war, instruments of terror most often used against women. 

Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh - When Shakila arrived at a Women Friendly Space she was tired 

and traumatized. Having fled from the violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State, the 36-year-old 

Rohingya refugee needed urgent medical services for the sexual violence she had suffered. 

Trained personnel tended to her immediate needs, but the emotional scars from seeing her 

husband and baby girl killed in front of her will be tougher to treat. Shakila is just one over 

537,000 women and girls who have poured into Cox’s Bazar since August 25. (Reference: 

RELUCTANT REFUGE: ROHINGYA SAFE BUT NOT SECURE IN BANGLADESH by Daniel Sullivan)  It 

was estimated that at least 143,500 of these refugees are women of reproductive age and 

24,000 are pregnant or breastfeeding. They join the approximately 200,000 Rohingya 

refugees who had already fled there in recent years. Gender-based violence, including rape 

and sexual assault, is a key concern that has emerged from the ongoing humanitarian crisis. 

 

Like Shakila, many Rohingya women and girls are sharing horrific stories. More than half of 

the gender-based violence incidents reported so far to NGOs by Rohingya women refugees in 

Bangladesh are sexual assault, an exceptionally high proportion. This speaks to a very 

worrying trend. 
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Development partners, donors, NGOs addressing gender-based violence in emergencies, is 

scaling up its response in Bangladesh to support survivors as well as women and girls who 

require reproductive health care and other support. Yet given the scale of the crisis, donors, 

INGOs, NGOs and UN agencies, along with Government and civil society partners, are 

struggling to meet the rapidly rising demand for services. Over the past few months, hundreds 

of Rohingya women and girls have received services for prevention and management of 

gender-based violence. Yet this is just the tip of the iceberg. For every woman like Shakila 

who seeks treatment or speaks out about her ordeal, many others do not because of concerns 

of survivors regarding safety, confidentiality, shame and stigma. This is what makes it 

challenging to come up with accurate numbers of gender-based violence survivors. The full 

extent of the crisis is always underreported. Also, the very availability of services to respond 

to gender-based violence, provided in an as safe environment as possible, gives survivors the 

confidence to come forward and seek support. However, regardless of numbers, what is of 

paramount importance is that each and every survivor of gender-based violence who needs 

such services must receive them in an environment that respects her right to self-

determination, privacy and confidentiality, ensuring her safety and, in so doing, helping her 

regain or strengthen her sense of dignity. 

 

2.2.  Theatre for Change:  Transforming Fear into Power   

In emergencies, cultural approach could be a key psychosocial intervention. It provides a safe 

and stable environment for refugees and restores a sense of normalcy, dignity and hope by 

offering appropriate, creative and supportive activities. In many countries people regards 

cultural activity for participation in reintegration as a foundation of coping mechanism. Well 

designed form of performing arts also helps the affected population to cope with their 

situation by disseminating key survival messages, enabling learning about self-protection and 

supporting local people’s strategies to address emergency conditions. 
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Arts and Culture program is inspired by the belief that everyone deserves the opportunity to 

develop their creative potential and participate meaningfully in the cultural life of the 

community— no matter where they come from, what language they speak, or their level of 

ability. The Arts and Culture program uses a number of innovative initiatives to accomplish 

this aim. More specifically, Theatre for Social Change is designed to address issues of 

oppression through community 

presentations utilizing theatre, puppet, 

interactive discussion etc in an 

organized way. While this is certainly 

a very prominent form of theatre, 

there are also various other forms 

which have been used for purposes 

beyond mere entertainment, such as to 

convey educational, political, social 

or economic messages.  

The refugees have changed the 

demographics of Ukhia and Teknaf 

areas of Bangladesh, where Rohingya 

now outnumber locals 2 to 1. Of the 

approximately 900,000 Rohingya, 73 

percent are living in new spontaneous 

settlements, 13 percent in makeshift 

settlements, 9 percent among host 

communities, and 5 percent in formal 

refugee camps. Kutupalong camp is the largest and most densely populated refugee 

settlement in the world. Among them larger percentage is children and adolescents. The age 

group needs special care and attention. And their psychosocial condition could be rightly 

addressed by cultural intervention where they would be the planner, designer and performers 

of the process.   

 

Understanding the ways in which 

adolescent Rohingya girls in the 

Bangladesh refugee camps experience and 

navigate the current crisis, BITA has been 

successful in designing a change model 

using theatre and puppet. Real life 

experiences are captured within the 

dramatic form, strong emotions and 

resonance were aroused among audience 

and powerful outcomes such as change in 

attitudes, behaviors or even lessen 

sufferings of transition were possible in a 

shorter possible time.  

 

http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2017/10/23/rohingya-influx-refugees-outnumber-ukhiya-teknaf-locals/
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2017/10/23/rohingya-influx-refugees-outnumber-ukhiya-teknaf-locals/
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/bangladesh-%E2%80%94-needs-and-population-monitoring-report-7-december-2017
http://fingfx.thomsonreuters.com/gfx/rngs/MYANMAR-ROHINGYA/010051VB46G/index.html
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3. CHAPTER 3:Findings of FGDs 
 

 

3.1. Overall scenario 

FGDs were conducted in the camp area with female and male group where cultural activities 

undertaken. Average participants in FGD were 22 in each and total 134 participants were 

participated in total 6 FGDs. A checklist/ guideline were followed to discuss with the 

participants.  All FGDs were conducted in the camp. Information about the camp as follows: 

Hakimpara: 

Address Hakimpara 

Refugee camp, 

Ukhiya, Cox’s 

Bazar 

Established October 2017 

Refugee Families 7886 

Total population 33552 

Male 9599 

Female 10889 

Children 13064 

Orphan 583 

Block 18 

NGOs working 18 

Boatman 52 
 

 

 

Unichiprang: 

Address Unichiprang 

Refugee camp, 

Tekhnaf, Cox’s 

Bazar 

Established September 2017 

Refugee 

Families 

4586 

Total population 25000 

Male 9195 

Female 8187 

Children 7711 

Block 5 

Sub-block 1 

Boatman 52 

Boatwomen 3 
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Moinarghona 

Address Moinarghona  

Refugee camp, 

Ukhiya, Cox’s Bazar 

Established October2017 

Refugee Families 11489 

Total population 47537 

Male 18023 

Female 20035 

Children 8479 

Old aged 3786 

Orphan 974 

Pregnant women 2158 

Number of school 104 

Block 7 

Sub-block 83 

NGOs working 20 

Health camp 12 

Boatman 83 
  
 

Dil Joher arrived at Hakimpara camap in Cox’s Bazar suffering 

many tribulations with her husband. They settled in home of Dil 

Joher parents. At one stage her husband went to attend mother’s 

funeral and didn’t return. In the mean-time, she gave birth of a 

cute girl child who is deprived of from father’s affection. Later 

she has been informed her husband married again but didn’t 

know what to do. Afterwards she became mentor of adolescents 

groups. She now know about evil effects of child marriage and 

polygamy along with other child protection concerns, how to 

prevent from child marriage and doings for polygamy. She was 

able to settle the issue with husband and realized her due share 

because of divorce. So from life experience she is keenly 

involved to interact with community adolescents and parent to 

make them understand so that such incidents could be prevented. 

She wants to raise voice and action in preventing child rights 

violation especially child marriage and polygamy in her block. 
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3.2. FGD Findings 

General Findings of FGDs from both male and female group 

 Regarding BITA’s cultural activities, most of the participants’ responded that they 

have watched the cultural program organized by BITA; some of them heard about the 

program. 

 Women and Adolescents got information regarding child marriage, child labor, child 

trafficking, drug addiction etc. through the cultural program. 

 Most of them claimed that they did not watch such kind of program earlier and it is 

effective communication tool to deliver massages, audience can easily understand and 

visualize the massage delivered through puppet show. 

 With regard to benefit from the puppet show, the adolescents claimed that such kind 

of show makes them aware. Some of them explained that they got some new 

information from the puppet show such as techniques of traffickers; children 

movements that jungle are not safe for children. Drug business in the block/ camp is 

not good for them and country as well. 

 Some of the participants claimed that conflict between Rohingya refugee families 

have been reduced as result of awareness by theatre and puppet show. 

 Adolescent’s boys and girls worked as mentor with the BITA team claimed that they 

are now aware and works as catalyst. They have discussed with other Rohingya 

community people on the issue.    

 Regarding continuation of cultural initiatives/ theater show, all the participants 

claimed that this kind of activities will help for them. Adolescent’s boys and girls are 

enjoyed to participate in the show and they also want to involve with the activities 

carried out by BITA. In this regard block wise committee may form to arrange such 

kind of show.  

 With regard to discussion about need about require interventions for child protection, 

all the respondents claimed that, soil erosion is an important issue for them. Some of 

the participants claimed that BITA should arrange drama for wider audience. Most of 

the respondents of different group claimed that children should attend school. Need to 

arrange adult education, awareness on hygiene, disaster coping mechanism etc. 

claimed by participants of different group 
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Pushnema lives at 13 number block of 

Hakimpara camp. Earlier she couldn’t 

move outside of home. She was unaware 

about child marriage and other child 

protection issues. Involving in BITA 

activities she learned about these issues, 

and participate in games and interact with 

other adolescents. Her family observed the 

puppet show on child marriage, over 

population and polygamy. The show 

inspired her family to make change 

thinking of arranging marriage of 

Pushnema. She is interested to learn 
 

more about creative works and games. She dreams to replicate sweet learning and 

experience of cultural initiatives while returning to homeland Myanmar   

 

Specific Findings from female group  

Most of the female participants expressed that after BITA intervention they are now 

more confident. And they would like to use their potency. They said in their local 

dialect that, BITA has worked to reach their intellect. They never had known what is 

their strength and power as human being. Many agencies are providing food for their 

appetite only BITA provided food for their Demag (head). They realized now that 

they are not only reproductive elements in the family; they could be productive 

resource as well.  

Now they want to use their productive time by engaging themselves exploring their 

skill on handicrafts, small business etc.      
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4. CHAPTER 4 :Data analysis 
 

4.1 Socio-demographic Characteristics: 

 

Refers that most of the (61.1%) 

respondents are the guardian of the 

children and also 6.8% are the mother 
and 1.8% are the father of the children.  

 

Among the  

Respondents 

54.5% are  

illiterate and 

 only 11.3 

% are SSC and 

 above. 

 

Bar chart indicates that 

most of the respondents 

(63.8%) are age group 21-

40. Among the respondent 

female 52% and male was 

48%. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Bar chart shows 

that the 

occupation of 

the respondents. 

It shows that 

most of the 

respondents are 

economically 

inactive i.e. 

35.3% are 

housewife and 

31% are 

unemployed. 
 

 

 

 

4.2 Knowledge and effectiveness of theater show 
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Most of the 

respondents 

(43.8%) know 

about the drama 

show from session 

or puppet show. 

Rest of them 

21.5% 

respondents 

knows through 

drama watching, 

12.8% know 

through miking, 

6.5% know from 

their kids, 6% 

from adolescents,  

5% know from the personnel of sessions and others are know from others way. 

 

About opinion of message dissemination,  

Among the 

respondents, 

more than one 

message receive 

from drama 

show. 

Maximum of 

the respondents 

(29.8%) said 

they know 

about child 

trafficking. 

29.3% told 

child marriage/ 

early marriage, 

26.5% told   

child labor, 25% told sexual harassment, 24% told polygamy, 22.3% told VAW and the 

harmful aspects of drug, 18.3% told about more children and some others told some issues 

from the drama show. 

 

Senoara is mentor of Social Games and Cultural Centre located at Hakimpara. She got 
mentor skill development training and involved in facilitating session with adolescent girls 
in her centre. She is active to prevent and respond to violence against child.  One day she 
observes a shop-keeper strikes a minor boy for trifle excuse. Senoara protests instantly 
that irritated shop-keeper more.  Then she raised the issue before the people who 
assembled there. After discussion, the matter was solved where Senora play vital role.  
She wants to continue and spread her involvement in preventing child rights violation. 

 

Issues related to information received, 
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Bar chart shows that 

the respondents knew 

more than one issues 

which are new for 

them. Maximum of the 

respondents (21.3%) 

told that Mother and 

child can die if the 

marriage goes before 

18-21 was the new 

issues. 14.3% told 

Adolescent girls 

became sexually 

harassed by boys when 

they bring water, 11%  

told Drug and child 

labor within the block, 

about 9% told to keep 

an eye on the children 

to protect against 

trafficking and people 

are involved in drug 

trade in the greed of money, 8% told More children create more problem, to know about the 

violence against women and to know about the demerits of various issues and some others 

told some issues were new for them. 

 

About discussion of the issue,  

Bar chart 

shows that 

88.2% 

respondents 

told that 

they discuss 

about the 

issue. Only 

1% told that 

they didn’t 

discuss 

about the 

issue and 

10.8% told 

that they 

didn’t know 

about these 

issues.  

 
Regarding discussion of the issues 

Maximum (38%) of the respondents told that they sit in session room and discuss about the 

issue often. 30.3% respondents told that they became more aware after this drama show.  
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Pie chart shows that almost all respondents think that the drama activity accepted by the 

community and it also important for the community people. Only 0.8% told that they didn’t 

know about these issues. Maximum (55.5%) of the respondents told that puppet show is the 

new media to increase awareness for community. 31.3% respondents told that they think it is 

accepted in the community as adolescents are discuss about the drama. 

 

 

Chart indicates that 

most of the 

respondents 

(75.3%) told 

different 

organization should 

work with 

coordination among 

them. Also 10.3% 

respondents think 

all NGO should to 

work together.  
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4.3 Responses of Mentors 

 
 

With regard to occupation of the mentor, graphs shows that the occupation of the 

respondents. It shows that most of the respondents are economically inactive i.e. 10% are 

housewife and 38% are unemployed. 

 

 
 

 
 

Pie chart indicates that most of the respondents (68%) told that the situation of group is good 

and 22% told that very good. Only 2 % told that not good. 
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Pie chart 

shows that the 

maximum 

number (38%) 

respondents 

told that they 

conduct 

session, game, 

drama and 

discussed with 

group. But 8% 

respondents 

told that they 

didn’t start to 

work with the 

group.  

 

 

 
 

Figure shows that the maximum number (64%) opined that there no problem. Rest of them, 

12% told the presence was decreasing, 8% told that adolescent girls didn’t want come, 4% 

told that some religious leaders create problem and some boys didn’t want to come without 

snacks, 2% told that girls member want know more issues and some boys didn’t want to 

come without ball.  
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Knowledge and skill which need increased 

 

 
 

Bar chart indicates that the maximum number (30%) of respondents told that they wanted to 

know more through more puppet show. Also, 14% told to need more information about child 

marriage. But 30% said that they know all six issues, no need to change.  
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5. CHAPTER 5 : Observation & Recommendations 
 

5.1. Major Observations 
 

Overcoming Fear 

BITA intervention explored how adolescent girls see the tragic impact the crisis has 

upon them, and how they have responded to the situation they face. BITA helped the 

mentors and participants to strengthen adolescents’ voices and their perceptions of the 

crisis and presents their views in an innovative way that made other people heard 

about their agony.  

 

Freedom of Movement 

Adolescent girls experience severe limits on their freedom of movement. This 

confines their access to services and resources. It also restricted them the opportunity 

to develop support networks and friendships. Most of the time they remain confined 

to their households. BITA’s cultural approach helped them to find out a new coping 

mechanism in regard to psychosocial protection.  

 

Solidarity 

Theatre is essentially a group activity. The collective experience of creating 

something together creates the context for cooperation rather than individual thinking 

and action.  It creates the possibility for mutual inspirations or peer learning rather 

than top-down, one-way communication. It builds social connections, creates 

collective ownership of individual stories and potentially strengthens the unity among 

community members towards a common vision. And this theatrical form worked 

vibrantly to bring the adolescents of Rohingya Refugee camp together and spoke up 

about their pain sorrow and desire and dream. Theatre and Puppet gave them a space 

of expression.    

 

Awareness on life skill issues 

Since few months have passed after their placement at the camp. Now it’s time to see 

other way apart from only relief and basic services. There is lack of awareness 

program among Rohingya refugee community. Development partners are mostly 

engage with health, shelter, education, food etc. support. So attention should be drawn 

to regain their self confidence and self-esteem.  
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Exchange of Information 

Message dissemination through cultural form is a very effective tools to aware the 

Rohingya refugee community, especially the adolescents. It is easier for them to 

understand the contents through presentation. They have never been engaged with 

such creative work at their home, they have enjoyed a lot the presentation mainly 

puppet show. 

 

Feeling of Security 

Most of the adolescents’ girls said they feel considerably safer in Bangladesh than 

they did in Myanmar, yet fear of violence among girls and within the community 

persists. This uncertainty holds back those realizing rights, further limiting their 

psycho social development. Long term intervention is important to boost them up 

morally.  

Exploring Leadership 

Involvement of Rohingya refugee adolescents as Mentor was one of the unique 

strategies of program designing.  It made them feel possession to involve with the 

presentation. Adolescents engaged with the intervention remained positive and 

expressed hopes for the future. 

Peer Network  

Adolescent girls highlighted the importance of family and peer networks, where they 

still exist, to provide support and comfort as well as help when facing insecurity and 

uncertainty. These support networks are not available to all as many families have 

been split up or its members killed during the recent violence in Myanmar. 
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5.2.  Recommendations 

 Take necessary measures to prevent all gender-based violence, including sexual 

exploitation and abuse, faced by adolescent girls. Arrange a platform for adolescent to 

support them protecting from sexual abuse, violence against women, gender base 

violence, trafficking, child labor etc.  

 Promote cultural modalities through organized efforts to instil liveliness in local level. 

And while designing Performance/ production; contents must be realistic and local 

context based. 

 Interventions have to be designed to dispose ice break on cultural and social norms. 

Provide space to the adolescents for exchange views. And increase adolescents’ 

participation in community activity.     

 Comprehensive interventions that focus on identifying, challenging, and addressing 

gender-based discriminatory attitudes and behavior have to be sorted out for Rohingya 

adolescents: these attitudes are the key drivers of the human rights violations 

experienced by adolescent girl.  

 Ensure sharing and interaction with local NGOs and encourage their presence in the 

performance.  

5.3. Conclusion  

Based on the study, it was revealed that the cultural presentation including puppet show is an 

effective communication tool for the Rohingya community. It is an essential tool to support 

them to protect from gender base violence, sexual abuse, trafficking and many more. Every 

respondent appreciated BITA initiatives and they realized the need of information 

dissemination through cultural approach. They also thanks to UNICEF Bangladesh to take 

such kind of timely needed initiative. It has been found a wide range scope of motivational 

coverage among the Rohingya population by engaging them with creative work.   
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